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I-DESCRIPTION OF THE OBJECTIVES OF MIGREUROP  
 
The Migreurop network was formed in 2002 by activists who met during the mediatisation of the 
Sangatte detention camp – an incredible illustration of the absurdity of European migration policy.  
Its first objective was to publicize and denounce the generalization of detention of migrants and the 
multiplication of the number of camps, an instrument at the heart of the European Unions migration 
policy.  It had quickly become apparent that the Sangatte camp, far from being an exception, was 
only one spoke in the wheel which was being used by Europe on a grand scale in order to isolate 
foreigners. 
 
At the beginning, the work of the network on detention and the camps developed along four axes: 
 

1. Information gathering  about a reality which is hard to grasp because it is dissimulated 
and also because of the geographic scale of the phenomenon (the camps outsourced in 
Libya or the Ukraine are collateral effects of the privileged partner policy of these 
countries with the European Union). 

 
2. Calling by its name a multiform reality  which cannot be reduced to the classic image 

of a camp surrounded by barbed wire. ” Camps in Europe” comprise all of the 
arrangements which have for effect forced interruption of migratory itineraries. These “ 
Camps in Europe” can take multiple forms: preventing people from crossing a border, 
from entering a territory, house arrest motivated legally or through police harassment, 
detaining foreigners in order to ensure that they can be deported, imprisoning them as 
punishment for having crossed borders.  It should also not be forgotten that the camps 
are even defended in the guise of humanitarian necessity: in spite of the compassionate 
official  discourse prone to  using of euphemisms, they are  nonetheless nothing other 
that the flip side of the same European policy for the exclusion of foreigners. 

 
3. Expose the camps in Europe and the demonstration s and campaigns working 

against them by using all possible means for diffusion  (seminars, photo exhibitions, 
documentary films, internet sites, scientific and popular articles and publications, etc.). 

 
4. Work at the European level to mobilize opinion a gainst the “Camps in Europe”. 

Over the years Migreurop has expanded its field of intervention to cover  analysis of the 
consequences of European immigration and asylum policies on the human rights of 
migrants – notably the process of outsourcing border controls – and observation of 
human rights violations related to the movements of migrants and detention 
establishments. The network initiates international action and campaigns in order to 
denounce these policies and their consequences, to raise public awareness, and to 
promote evolution of national and European legislation. 
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The Border Observatory  
established in 2008, develops activities around these themes. Ever since the General Assembly in 
November 2007, these activities comprise an important part of the work of Migreurop. They are the 
main subject of this report. 
The Border Observatory project grew out of the daily activities of the network (enquiries, 
international meetings and partnerships among associations): the poor conditions of reception and 
integration of foreigners, the numerous violations of basic human rights and the vulnerable 
situation of migrants detained at Europe’s borders are poorly documented and little known to the 
public, politicians and civil society. 
It became urgent to systemize the information so that it was accessible to everyone and to present 
a non-governmental vision of European immigration policy, beyond the mere question of detention. 
The idea of developing an Observatory was born, which would be based on the activities of the 
members of Migreurop and its partners. 
In this way the Observatory merges the main subjects dealt with by Migreurop: detention, 
expulsion and deportation of foreigners (readmission agreements, etc), border control (Frontex, 
interception of migrants at sea, etc.) 
The first phases of the Observatory led to the elaboration of several projects aimed at informing 
public opinion, national governments and European institutions. 
 
In this way the network is an initiative which forms thematic working groups on various issues, 
carries out information campaigns and participates in international coalitions. 

•••• A thematic working group: the group on readmission agreements which, as the years go on, 
is looking more broadly at  expulsion policies. The group has begun to study of the question 
of so-called “voluntary” return. 

•••• Inter-association campaigns initiated by the Migreurop network: 
- The Open Access Now campaign: for closing of detention centers for foreigners and, 

in the meanwhile, for the access of NGOs and media to these centers. 
- The Frontexit campaign, for abrogation of the Frontex agency regulation and, in the 

meanwhile, for responsible implementation by the agency, access to information 
about its activities and cessation of human rights violations in the framework of its 
operations. 

• The international coalition “Boats 4 People”, for free movement and rights of migrants at 
sea. 

 
Migreurop’s methodology remains unchanged: 

• Information gathering by network members, dispatching volunteers or organizing 
specific fact-finding missions. 

• Analysis of this information through campaigns and working groups. 
• Establishment of information tools like the map of camps, annual reports on human 

rights violations at borders, the Atlas of migrants to Europe, the Migreurop Briefs, 
the chronological criticism of European policies, militant campaign tools (posters, 
postcards, etc.), etc. 

• Information  diffusion via the network’s internet site and those of its members, 
campaign sites, network diffusion lists, social networks and annual thematic 
international meetings. 

 
The Border Observatory now merges all of Migreurop’s activities. It therefore became evident as 
the internet site was being revised that the network logo should evolve to include the subtitle “ 
Border Observatory”. 
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II – ACTIVITIES OF THE MIGREUROP NETWORK IN 2012-2013 
 

A. Data Collection through on-site missions  
 
On-site fact-finding missions allow the network to gather some of the information necessary for the 
development of a data base which will be accessible on the internet site as well as to prepare 
publications. In addition to the missions carried out by members of the network, others are 
undertaken by volunteers in the mobility framework established by the “Echanges et Partenariats” 
(Exchange and Partnerships) programme, Migreurop and other partner associations or network 
members (see volunteer's website). 
 

• Missions of volunteers with Echanges et Partenariat s: 
- Missions in 2012 : six volunteers went to Egypt, Tunisia, Italy (Rome and Lampedusa), 

Serbia and Belgium to establish and reinforce the partnerships with member 
associations and network partners as well as to gather information for Migreurop 
campaigns or inter-association projects in which the network participates, such as Boats 
4 People. 
Volunteers were able to put together country files and reports on specific themes like 
detention of foreigners in Egypt and Israel. They also participated in coordinating the 
arrival the boat Boats 4 People at certain ports like Monastir and Lampedusa. The 
volunteers met with people from civil society in order to present the exchange 
programme and the activities of the Migreurop network.  
 

- Missions in 2013:  Six volunteers went to Greece, Italy, Spain, Serbia, Cyprus and 
Lebanon to establish and reinforce the partnerships with member associations or 
network partners as well as to gather information for Migreurop campaigns. 
Volunteers were able to begin to collect information about the activities of Frontex (e.g. 
a letter to Serbian authorities concerning the cooperation between the agency and 
Serbia in the context of a working agreement signed in 2009). They translated into 
Italian the Frontexit training module, coordinated the organization of Frontexit training in 
Cecina in the framework of the anti-racism days organized by ARCI, etc. They also 
updated country files, wrote reports on access to detention centers in Lebanon and on 
detention of foreigners in Cyprus. The volunteers also met with various actors from civil 
society in order to present the exchange programme and the activities of the Migreurop 
network.  
 

In addition to information collection, all of these missions help reinforce the existing links 
between Migreurop, its members and partners. In some cases volunteers are able to 
establish new partnerships. 
 

• Joint missions 
- Mission to Libya (June 2012)  with the International Federation of the Leagues of 

Human Rights (IFHR), Justice Without Borders for Migrants (JSFM) and Migreurop in 
order to study the situation of migrants in Libya after the Arab Spring movements in 
2011. 
The mission report can be found on the Migreurop internet site in French and English. 

- Mission to Greece and Turkey (October 2013)  in the framework of the Frontexit 
campaign. This mission was jointly undertaken by members of Migreurop, the IFHR, 
and  the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) in order to study the 
deployment of the agency in Greece and its activities and to establish cooperation 
between Frontex and Turkey in the framework of a memorandum signed in 2012. 
The mission report is expected during the first trimester of 2014. 
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B. Publications  
 

1. Stories of expulsion (January 2012)  
The working group on readmission agreements has done a report based on testimonies of 
migrants and migrants who have been expelled to Africa, Latin America, eastern Europe or 
from one African country to another. This publication not only attempts to explain the legal 
frameworks through which these “readmissions” of foreigners are organized, but also and 
especially to let the voices be heard of the people who are deported, expelled, turned away, 
returned: a set of testimonies which show the violence of all forced returns. 
 
2. Libya, the hounding of migrants must stop (October 2012)  

Report of a joint fact finding mission conducted in June 2012 by the IFHR, Justice Without 
Borders for Migrants (JSFM) and Migreurop.  This report discusses the multiple human rights 
violations to which migrants in Libya are subject. This report, which was made public on 1st 
October 2012, was presented during a joint press conference by IFHR, JSFM and Migreurop. 
 
3. Atlas of migrants in Europe: critical geography of migration policies (November 2012 for  

the French version and December 2013 for the Englis h version)  
The Atlas, which was published for the first time in 2009 helps raise awareness and mobilize 
public opinion with a view to a real change in European migration policy. In addition to the 
exposition of facts, the Atlas attempts to give members of Migreurop, associations in defence of 
migrants and those working in the field of international solidarity an analytic tool to support 
denunciation of retention conditions of foreigners and the policies behind them, as well as to 
found arguments for proposing alternatives to these policies. 
The second edition was published in November 2012, presented at a press conference in Paris 
on November 8th. This new edition updates certain issues and deals with new ones in articles 
illustrated by photographs and maps. This second edition is available in English as well as 
French. The maps of the Atlas are available in French, soon in English on the Migreurop 
internet site. 
 
The English version of the second edition of the Atlas was published in December 2013 by the 
New Internationalist. A press conference was held in London. 
A working group on cartography was established in the framework of the preparation of the new 
Atlas. It brings together cartographers, militants and researchers. It also collaborates actively 
on the updating of the Encampment Map and the development of a digital tool to be used for 
the interactive version. 
 
4. Encampment Map (fifth edition)(November 2012)  

In order to raise public awareness about the creation of detention camps at European borders, 
Migreurop has decided to show the reality of these camps. The map of detention centers in 
Europe and at its borders, which was made public for the first time at the European Social 
Forum in Paris in November 2003, has since been reproduced in at least fifty publications, in 
five languages (English, German, Spanish, French, Italian; a Japanese translation is being 
prepared). Now the “visiting card” of the network, it is updated regularly using information 
furnished by its correspondents. Its successive versions, with the multiplication of the number 
of points representing camps, show both the generalization of the phenomenon of detention of 
migrants and the intensification of the links which the network has progressively formed with 
new partners. 
The fifth edition of the Encampment Map was presented at a press conference on 30th 
November 2012. 
 

 
5. Interactive Encampment Map “ ClosetheCamps” (Decemb er 2013) 

In order to make known to a greater number of people the reality of detention of foreigners in 
Europe and beyond, Migreurop is developing a digital tool of encampment mapping. This 
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interactive cartography is meant for use by families and friends of the detained foreigners as 
well as by students, researchers, activists and professionals working on questions of detention 
of foreigners. This interactive map was made available on 6th December 2013: 
www.closedthecamps.org 
The aim is now to be able to establish more indicators:  the addresses of detention centers, 
their capacity, the number of hours for family visits, etc.  
 
6. Migreurop Briefs (2012-2013)  

The most recent Migreurop General Assembly requested that synthetic documents be 
developed on important subjects. The first Brief was published in December 2012, in four 
languages: “Readmissions Agreements: Using ‘Cooperation’ to Deport Migrants” . The second 
Brief was published in April 2013, in four languages: “Detention of Migrants: The Favorite 
Means of Migration ‘Management’”  
Other briefs will follow on Frontex, voluntary return, externalization, etc. 
 
7. Critical Chronology of European Migration Policies (2012 and 2013)  

This chronology attempts to show European migratory and asylum policies by categorizing 
them according to legal and political framework (columns A1 to A3), declarations and 
announcements (B1) and  specific events (B2). It is updated twice a year. 
The aim is to illustrate how the policy of closing borders of the European Union, which – in 
addition to the long list of dramas, human rights violations and absurdities which are 
sometimes unmanageable by the very people responsible for them, their escalation leading to 
effects which often escape the control of the players – lead to bargaining among countries 
where refugees and migrants become the currency. The chronology suggests that, if this 
tendency continues, it will lead to a system of house arrest of populations of “third” countries, 
i.e. to a new version of apartheid on a global scale, where detention centres will be tasked with 
keeping at a distance populations rejected by both sides. 
This project has been carried out principally by Alain Morice, a member of Migreurop, with the 
assistance of four other members for the translation. 
The chronology is available in four languages, the latest update dating from 8th July 2013. 
 
8. Articles and press releases  

 
● Articles 
 
« Le contrôle des frontières, un mirage aux enjeux humains et financiers », Claire Rodier,   
journal Vivre Ensemble, N° 144 / September 2013 (In French) 
http://www.asile.ch/vivre-ensemble/2013/09/24/ve-144-septembre-2013/ 
 
« Pour une autre vision de la frontière », Claire Rodier, Frédéric Tiberghien (débat), journal 
Projet, n° 355, August 2013 (in French)  
http://www.revue-projet.com/articles/2013-08-pour-une-autre-vision-de-la-frontiere/ 
 
« Changeantes, voire devenues invisibles, à quoi servent aujourd’hui les frontières ? », 
Michel Agier, Claire Rodier (debate), Journal Causes communes, July 2013 (in French)  
http://www.lacimade.org/causes_communes/79-juillet-2013 
 
« Une utopie nécessaire : la fermeture des camps d’étrangers », Olivier Clochard in La 
classe ouvrière c’est pas du cinéma, pp. 70-75,February 2013 (in French)  
 
« Les différents visages du confinement des migrants en France » Olivier Clochard in 
Véronique Poinsot et Weber Serge (ed) Etats des savoirs sur les migrations, Paris, La 
Découverte, December 2013 (in French)  
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● Migreurop press releases (PR) and joint press releases  
 

2012 
20 February 2012, joint PR, Cyprus : persecution of human rights defender Polykarpou and 
breach of migrants'rights question Cypru's suitability to take over the EU chairmanship 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2067.html?lang=en 
 
9 March 2012, "Stories of expulsion": A collection to make the truth known about what is 
prudishly called "readmission" 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2074.html?lang=en 
 
13 March 2012, Germany-Serbia: another charter flight to Serbia organised by Frontex. 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2082.html?lang=en 
 
26 March 2012, joint PR, NATO: Clarify Response to Deaths at Sea 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2092.html?lang=en 
 

2 April 2012, joint PR, Joint letter to the Dutch Minister of Immigration to stop the 

deportation of Mr. Kurke Kebato 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2101.html 
 
11 April 2012, joint PR, Death of 63 migrants in the Mediterranean: Complaint in France 
holds the French military to account 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2103.html?lang=en 
 
17 April 2012, Open Access Now, The right to information of civil society and the press in 
detention centres for migrants violated 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2107.html?lang=en 
 
20 April 2012, joint PR, New Group Deportation Flight Coordinated by FRONTEX as means 
of Collective Expulsion towards Serbia: Rights violation and the impunity of member-states 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2113.html?lang=en 
 
30 April 2012, joint statement, Coalition maintains its support to human rights defenders 
Doros Polycarpou as proceedings go on 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2121.html?lang=en 
 

10 May 2012, Open Access Now, Visits campaign : Obstacles to the right to know 

http://www.migreurop.org/article2124.html?lang=en 

 
30 May 2012, No to the detention of asylum-seekers in the Reception Directive! 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2135.html?lang=en 
 

5 June 2012, joint PR, Cyprus:  “False accusation confirmed, judge drops all charges 

against Human Rights defender Doros Polykarpou” 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2138.html 
 

20 June 2012, joint PR, Libya: Hounding of migrants continues - Preliminary findings of an 

investigation mission 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2147.html?lang=en 
 
2 July 2012, Boats 4 People, Everyone on deck! 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2156.html?lang=en 
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3 July 2012, joint PR, France denies two Southern activists access to international meeting 

again 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2150.html?lang=en 
 
3 July 2012, Boats 4 People, presse release 2 : after a day of sailing 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2154.html?lang=en 
 
5 July 2012, joint PR B4P and WTM, A Mapping Platform to Monitor the Maritime Borders of 
the EU for Violations of Migrants’ Rights 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2159.html?lang=en 

 
5 July 2012, Boats 4 People, Arrival of the vessel "Oloferne" Palermo-July 6 press 
conference at 10am on the pier "Cala della" 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2166.html?lang=en 
 

 
8 July 2012, Boats 4 People :The Oloferne sets sail again in sea that is open for some and 
a unsurpassable border for others 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2173.html?lang=en 

 
11 July 2012, Boats 4 People,  Zarzis, 11th July 2012: Boats 4 People, A delegation meets 
sole survivor of tragic incident that cost the lives of 55 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2177.html?lang=en 
 
12 July 2012, Boats 4 People, « Ensemble en Tunisie pour la liberté de circulation ! » (in 
French) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2180.html 
 
13 July 2012, Boats 4 People, « Un lâcher de bateaux en papier à Paris le 17 juillet »  (in 
French) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2176.html 

 
15 July 2012, Boats 4 People, Route to Lampedusa! 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2184.html?lang=en 
 
16 July 2012, Boats 4 People, The Oloferne at the gates of Fortress Europe! 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2190.html?lang=en 
 

18 July 2012, Boats 4 People, The first action at sea is coming to an end, the project goes 

on 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2192.html?lang=en 
 
20 July 2012, Boats4People’s first campaign is a success, the maritime borders of the EU 
remain are as deadly as ever. 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2197.html?lang=en 
 
2 October 2012, joint PR, « Dix ans après la fermeture du camp de Sangatte, plus de 
répression que jamais à Calais » (in French) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2200.html 

 
24 october 2012, joint PR, Freedom for the Coordinator of the CMSM (Council of Sub-
Saharan Migrants in Morocco) and an end to the repression of members of migrants’ 
associations in Morocco 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2204.html?lang=en 



9 
 

 
3 December 2012, Cinquième édition de la Carte des Camps (in French) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2215.html  
 

6 December 2012, joint PR, EU-Tunisia mobility partnership 

http://www.migreurop.org/article2219.html?lang=en 
 

2013 
 
21 March 2013, Frontexit, Europe is at war with an imaginary enemy 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2237.html?lang=en 

 
23 March 2013, Bamako-Brussels flight: The Securicom nightmare! 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2243.html?lang=en 
 
28 March 2013, Frontexit, Europe is at war with an imaginary enemy 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2245.html?lang=en 
 
12 April 2013, joint PR, Police harassement of migrants in Calais 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2249.html?lang=en 

 
18 April 2013, Open Access Now : Launch of the campaign of parliamentary visits in 
migrant detention centers 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2251.html?lang=en 
 
10 May 2013, Open Access Now, Access denied to the detention center (CIE) of Aluche 
(Madrid) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2255.html?lang=en 

 
18 June 2013, joint PR, 63 migrants left to die in the Mediterranean: Survivors continue 
their quest for justice 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2263.html?lang=en 
 
9 July 2013, Open Access Now, 2013 Campaign of Parliamentary Visits, Civil Society is 
Kept Outside; Infringements on Human Rights Continue 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2268.html?lang=en 

 
9 August 2013, « Au Maroc, la chasse aux étrangers tue et pendant ce temps, l’UE négocie 
et se tait » (in French) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2272.html 
 
7 August 2013, Boats 4 People, Are Mediterranean states dreaming of a “European Papua 
New Guinea” where they can lock up their boat-people? 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2279.html?lang=en 
 
4 October 2013, joint statement, Lampedusa: murderous Europe 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2285.html?lang=en 
 
8 October 2013, Open Access Now: Campaign of parliamentary visits 2013 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2288.html?lang=en 
 
9 October 2013, Frontex : Controlling or Saving Lives? 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2292.html?lang=en 
 
17 October 2013, Joint statement, Lesvos/ Greece the new European cage for migrants 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2297.html?lang=en 
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24 October 2013, joint statement, To the Heads of State and Government ahead of the 
European Council summit on 24 and 25 October 2013 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2303.html?lang=en 
 
24 October 2013, L’Espagne devant la Cour Européenne des Droits de l’Homme pour 
l’expulsion collective de 73 migrants de l’Île de Terre (in French and in Spanish) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2305.html 
 
18 November 2013, joint press release, Greece - Turkey: ‘The route is dangerous, people 
are dying’ 
The tragic limits of European migration policies 

 http://www.migreurop.org/article2313.html?lang=en 
 

3 December 2013, joint press release, Joint press release, EU-Tunisia Mobility Partnership: 
Externalisation policy in disguise 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2319.html?lang=en 
 
5 December 2013, joint press release, 63 migrants left to die in the Mediterranean: 
Survivors file a complaint against the Belgian army 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2324.html?lang=en 
 
13 December 2013, Launch of Migreurop’s collaborative website closethecamps.org 
Mapping as a means to denounce the detention of migrants in Europe and beyond 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2330.html?lang=en 
 
18 December 2013, For freedom of movement 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2396.html?lang=en 
 

 
 9. The Migreurop website ( www.migreurop.org) 

The Migreurop website has been transformed in order to facilitate the access to information 
by users. The site is no composed of five main sections: 
 . About us 

. Detention of migrants 

. Migration policies  

. Initiatives and meetings  

. Our publications 
Photos and mapping tools occupy an important place in order to share the different 
resources of the network as much as possible. 
A system of key words will be put in place to facilitate the navigation of the site. 
 
Inter-organisational campaigns at the initiative of the network now have their own dedicated 
website.  
Open Access Now: http://www.openaccessnow.eu/fr/ 
Frontexit : http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ 
The dynamic map also has a dedicated website: www.closethecamps.org 

 
10. Facebook and Twitter  
Migreurop created a Facebook page in June 2010 and a Twitter account in July 2011. The 
information disseminated on these social networks concerns activities conducted by the 
network or members of the network where the latter is in line with the themes of Migreurop. 
The Facebook page currently has 2 600 « fans » (end December 2013), which is an 
increase of 271% in two years. The Twitter account is followed by 2000 subscribers (end 
December 2013), which is an increase of 518% in two years. 
 
Those following Migreurop through these two social networks are primarily European 
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French, English and Italian speakers. These two social networks allow those not on our 
mailing lists to access information that we disseminate and, therefore, increases our public.  
 
Inter-organisational campaigns also have their dedicated pages: 
Open Access Now has a Facebook page 
Frontexit has a Facebook page and a tweet (#frontexit). 
 
11. Mailing lists at Migreurop  
The Migreurop network includes 14 distribution and work lists. These lists are mainly 
managed by the coordination team. 
 
Distribution lists 
 
Migreurop “general” list (migreurop@rezo.net) 
This list is dedicated to the exchange of information on subjects which the network is 
specialised: detention of migrants, externalisation of border controls, etc.  
More than 1000 individuals are currently subscribed to this list, members as well as non-
members of the network. 
 
 
Migreurop members list (migreurop-membres@rezo.net) 
This is the list of organisational and individual members of the network. 
Any member can send information that may be of interest to other members of Migreurop. 
This also allows information about the implementation of activities to be shared by the 
network. 
157 individuals are currently subscribed to this list. 
 
Detention list (migreurop-enfermement@rezo.net) 
Starting as a working group on detention in France, this list intends to become a distribution 
list of international news on the Open Access campaign and on detention in Europe and 
beyond. 
 
Migreurop-east list (migreurop-est@rezo.net) 
This is a list of 44 subscribers, members and non-members, who exchange information on 
the themes of Migreurop relating specifically to countries at the eastern border of Europe. 
 
Migreurop-Frontex list (migreurop-frontex@rezo.net) 
Subscribers exchange information on the European agency Frontex. This list also includes 
distribution on activities of the Frontexit campaign.  
188 individuals, members and non-members, are currently subscribed on this list. 
  
Migreurop-read (migreurop-read@rezo.net) 
Subscribers to this list share information on readmission agreements. 
151 individuals, members and non-members, are currently subscribed on this list. 
 
Work lists 
 
Added to these lists are eight “work” lists, of varying composition, intended to facilitate 
exchange between members of thematic groups or institutions within the network.  
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C. Mobilisations  
 

1.1.1.1. Campaigns at the initiative of the network  
 

Open Access Now  
The “Open Access Now”  campaign started in October 2011 in partnership with European 
Alternatives. This campaign follows on from the “For a right of access” campaign launched in 2008 
by the network. ”Open Access Now” demands a right to unconditional access to detention centres 
for migrants and the right to information and data concerning their functioning for civil society and 
for journalists.  
The campaign is coordinated by Anafé and its implementation is supported by the “detention 
group”. In December 2012, an international steering committee was formed by Migreurop, 
Alternatives Européennes, Arci (Italy), Sos Racismo (Spain) representing the Spanish network 
members, La Cimade and Anafé (France), Ciré and LDH (Belgium) and Frontiers Ruwad 
(Lebanon). 
A number of information and sensitization tools were created in 2012 and 2013: logo, multilingual 
website, signs, video, post cards, stickers. The fifth edition of “Map of the Camps”  (November 
2012, in five languages) and the Note “Detention of migrants: the favoured means of migration 
management” (June 2013, in four languages) were both published in the context of this campaign. 
A documentary film as also produced by the director Neus Viala and the Toulouse collective “Le 
Cercle des Voisins ”. The film “Contre les Murs “ is about the 2012 mobilisation at the Cornebarrieu 
Centre (Toulouse, France). 
As for activities regarding European institutions: 
− May 2012: Letter to European parliamentarians in the framework of the re-drafting of the 

Reception Directive, deploring the normalisation of detention as a means of managing persons 
requesting international protection. 

− February 2013: Parliamentary question to the European Commission (EC) following numerous 
refusals, often without reason, (see below, parliamentary visits campaign), about the limitations 
imposed on access to detention centres and the difficulty of obtaining data concerning the 
detention regime. The EC affirmed in its response the fact that ”the repeated refusals, without 
objective justification, to permit visits to detention centres constituted an affront to the rights of 
NGOs set out in Article 16, paragraph 4 (of the Return Directive) and could be considered as a 
violation”. 

− March 2013: Letter to the Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) following the 
announcement of target countries in 2013, in order to signal to the committee the main 
preoccupations of the network concerning the detention of migrants in these countries. 

− September 2013: meeting with the EC in order to communicate to the individuals responsible 
for the evaluation of the Returns Directive the shortcomings regarding the principles that this 
Directive purports to promote. 

 
Two parliamentary visits campaigns were organised in March-April 2012 and April-July 2013. In 
total, 37 detention centres were visited in Bulgaria, Belgium, Cyprus, Croatia, Spain, France, Italy, 
Lebanon and Serbia. NGOs, citizen observatories, journalists and European and national 
parliamentarians all participated in the visits. These visits allowed access to these sites by civil 
society and journalists to be tested, and to collect and distribute information concerning detention 
conditions through press releases and reports as well as to strengthen the link between detention 
centres and parliamentarians. The parliamentary visits campaign for 2013 was launched in the 
framework of a round table held on the 24th of April at the European Parliament.  
Access by journalists was systematically blocked with the exception of the Arad centres in 
Romania (2012) and the Lyon centre in France (2013).  
Reporters Sans Frontières (RSF) appealed against the refusal (by mail and without justification) of 
access to the Mesnil-Amelot (France) centre in October 2012. Following an implicit rejection of that 
appeal, RSF lodged an appeal to the courts in February 2013, which is still pending. A collective 
complaint has also been submitted in Spain by the parliamentarians, NGOs and journalists 
involved in a visit to the Aluche centre (Madrid), criticising the refusal of access to journalists and 
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the constraints on access to NGOs. 
 
In the context of this campaign, an international meeting on detention, “Migrant detention in Europe 
and beyond: What perspectives?” has been organised on the 6th of December 2013 in Paris, in 
partnership with the French Observatory of the detention of migrants.  In occasion of the meeting, 
the Interactive Encampment Map (see above) was launched and an assessment undertaken as to 
the mobilisation of the network on the subject and to create/strengthen links with other relevant 
initiatives. 165 persons coming from fifteen European, African and Middle-East countries attended 
the meeting.  
 
Throughout these two years and within the framework of the campaign, partnerships have been 
created or strengthened with: the Observatory of the detention of migrants, RSF and the Toulouse 
collective “Le Cercle des Voisins “ in France; the national movement “LasciateCIEntrare” in Italy, 
and, at the European level, partners of the project “The Europeanization of asylum and alien laws 
in Cyprus, Italy and Spain” (Borderline Europe, KISA, Mugak, Andalucia Acoge and Borderline 
Sicilia). 
 
Frontexit  
Following the general assembly of 19 November 2011, Migreurop members wished to start an 
inter-organisational campaign to sensitize public opinion regarding the activities of the European 
agency Frontex. The campaign is seeking an annulment of the regulation of Frontex, and, in the 
meantime, transparency in its activities, in the responsibility of the agency during operations and 
finally in the respect of fundamental rights of migrants. The campaign is focussed on maritime 
interceptions, agreements between the agency and non-European States and in joint returns. 
 
2012 was dedicated to the implementation of this campaign: meeting with members of other 
organisations and networks, forming a steering committee for the campaign, defining objectives 
and activities, developing communication tools for the campaign (website, banner, flyers, signs, 
teasers, training module, etc.). The work on demands and gathering information also started. 
Letters were sent to the European intermediary and the Frontex agency. Gatherings with European 
Parliamentarians and the Council of Europe were organised. A litigation group has been set up in 
order to start thinking about the responsibility of the agency in the context of its activities. 
 
The start of the year 2013 was punctuated by three launches of the campaign in Brussels, and in 
Nouakchott on the 20th of March and at the World Social Forum in Tunis on the 28th of March. 
(see below,  organisation of international meetings). The gathering of information continued 
throughout the year thanks to campaign members in the field, sending of letters to the agency 
sending of volunteers into Europe and beyond as well as a two-week mission, jointly organised by 
REMDH, FIDH and Migreurop, to Greece and Turkey in October 2013.  
 
The organisations associated with the campaign also worked on analysing the proposition of the 
European Commission regarding the implementation of a guideline on maritime interception. The 
campaign also prepared a context document for a delegation of European parliamentarians of the 
LIBE committee who were visiting Spain in the context of the Frontex operation Indalo. Several 
meetings were organised with the organisation of the Frontex consultative forum, the person in the 
agency responsible for human rights, the Council of Europe, parliamentarians, the UN Special 
Rapporteur, etc. Some 20 trainings were organised in Belgium, France and Italy by campaign 
members. Campaign organisations have also been regularly requested to participate in 
conferences, debates, radio interviews, etc.  
 
The campaign is organised around a steering committee composed of 18 organisations: 13 
network members (AMDH (Mauritania), AMDH (Morocco), AME, ARACEM, ARCI, Ciré, CNCD 
11.11.11, Fasti, GADEM, GISTI Cimade, LDH Belgium) and 5 partner organisations: FIDH, GRAMI 
AC, Justice without Borders for Migrants, Progress Lawyer Network and EMHRN. 
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Thanks to Ciré, the CNCD 11.11.11., FASTI and La Cimade for communication tools put in place: 
Webpage: www.frontexit.org 
Facebook page : Frontexit 
Twitter : #frontexit, #frontex 
Campaign teaser: http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ 
Film of the street action: http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ressources/videos 
Sensitization kit (true/false brochure, training manual, sign and flyer): 
http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ressources/kit-de-sensibilisation 

 
 

2. Migreurop working groups  
 

Readmission agreements group  
This working group analyses the readmission agreements concluded between the European union 
(EU) or member States with third countries. The readmission agreements working group functions 
around a discussion list and has a space on the Migeurop websits where all the work of the group 
can be downloaded. This group has progressively expanded to include non-Migreurop members, 
identified during various international gatherings. The working group examines the content of 
readmission agreements (community and/or bilateral) including readmission clause in order to post 
them online on the website.  
The group also produced a publication entitled «Stories of expulsion» in January 2012 that 
comprises migrant testimony about the reality of expulsions. Furthermore, this working group 
prepared a Migreurop Note: Readmission agreements: using "cooperation" to deport migrants. 

 
In 2013, the group began a reflection around the question of voluntary return assistance, not an 
insignificant element of the European policy on expulsion. The group is working on drafting a 
Migreurop Note on this issue. 
 

 
Mapping group  
At the time of the publication of the second edition of Atlas, Migreurop perceived the need to 
develop its mapping resources. A working group was established for this purpose. After having 
focused on the Atlas maps and the redesign of the map of camps, the working group is now 
committed to the dynamic camp mapping project.  
The scope of the working group is very broad since it goes from defining the indicators for the 
different mapping projects on which it works, to the collection of information related to these 
indicators, to the creation of a database that can accommodate this information and finally to the 
development of the online mapping tool. 
This group is now composed of some 10 persons, researchers, activists, cartographers; members 
and non-members alike.  

 
3.3.3.3. Organisation and participation at international ga therings 

 
Organisation of international meetings 

 
In 2012, all efforts were concentrated on the organisation of actions in July for Boats 4 
People between Italy and Tunisia. Migreurop co-organised the chartering of a boat with 
the participants of the project, as well as its reception at ports, logistical support of 
arriving into ports and also part of the actions taking place in Italy, etc.  
 
20/03/2013, launch of the Frontexit campaign in Brussels. In the morning there was an 
action in the street followed by a conference in the afternoon. 
Video of the street action: 
http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ressources/videos/item/61-vimeo-id-62428750 
The minutes from the conference is available in french: 
http://www.frontexit.org/fr/actus/item/157-compte-rendu-conference-de-lancement-
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frontexit-bruxelles 
Videos of the conference: http://www.frontexit.org/fr/ressources/videos 
 
Two other launches took place on the 20th of March in the context of a press 
conference in Nouakchott (Mauritania) organised by AMDH (Mauritania) and on the 28th 
of March during a workshop at the World Social Forum in Tunis. 
 
24/04/2013, Round table “What access to detention centres?” with the backing of 
Hélène Flautre (MEP, Greens/ALE) and Marie-Christine Vergiat (MEP, GUE/NGL). The 
round table, followed by a press conference, marked the launch of the 2013 Open 
Access Now Parliamentary visits campaign.   
The minutes from the round table are available in french: 
http://www.openaccessnow.eu/data/uploads/CR_Quel_acc%C3%A8s%20aux%20lieux
%20de%20r%C3%A9tention_PE_240413_Fr-F.pdf  
The video of the press conference: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DMXFOCy_NK8 
 
 
06/12/2013, international meeting of Open Access Now. This meeting is focussing on 
the presentation of the dynamic camp mapping and the examination of work ideas and 
perspectives for the years to come.   

 
 

Participation in international Forums  
 
06-07/10/2012: Participation in the Forum Social Maghreb Migration in Oujda 
(Morocco), speech in the plenary. 
 
10/11/2012: Participation in the European Social Forum in Florence (Italy), Migreurop 
workshop organised by ARCI (Italy) “ Mobilitazione per la giustizia sociale nella regione 
del Mediterraneo: lavoro dignitoso, protezione sociale e diritti dei migranti” 
 
27/11/2013: Participation in the World Social Forum on Migration in Manilla 
(Philippines), workshop on the Frontex campaign co-organised by the CNCD 11.11.11. 
and La Cimade (Migreurop members) with speeches by ARCI (Italy) and AMDH 
(Mauritania). 
 
29/11/2012: Participation in a workshop entitled “Constructing alternatives in the face of 
violations of the rights of migrants” organised by the Des Ponts Pas Des Murs network, 
with the participations of CNCD 11.11.11, La Cimade, l’Association malienne des 
expulsés (Mali) et ARCI (Italy) for Migreurop. 
 
28/03/2013: Participation in the World Social Forum in Tunis. Co-organisation of a 
workshop between Migreurop-CNCD 11.11.11. For the launch of the Frontexit 
campaign. Speeches by several members of Migreurop (AMDH (Mauritania), FTDES 
(Tunisia), AMDH (Morocco), AME (Mali) and partners like Watch the Med and the 
project Loujna Toukaranké. 

 
 

Participation to seminars, meetings, colloquia 
 
2012 
. January 2012, opening night of the photo exhibition of Sara Prestianni, "Aux frontières 
de l'Europe", Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 17 January 2012, Intervention at Ensab (Rennes-France)  « Une géographie critique 
des politique migratoires européennes : frontières, espaces et réseaux » (France) 
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. 20 January 2012, intervention  after the movie « Pour un instant la liberté » during an 
evening organized by the theological centre of Poitiers-France (with the support of the 
comité diocésain de solidarité, la pastorale des migrants, le CCFD, French Caritas, 
ACAT, le groupe Urgence de Niort, les Amis de la Vie et l'espace St Hilaire en pays 
niortais et mellois), Niort (France) 
 
. 26 January 2012, « Construction de réseaux dans le contrôle frontalier de l'Union 
européenne » in the framework of an exploratory and interdisciplanry program of the 
Iméra about « Les mutations territoriales des frontières du 21ème siècle » titled « 
Réseaux et frontières », Marseille (France) 

 
. 15 February 2012, "No Borders convergence", No Borders, London (United Kingdom) 
 
. March 2012, Transborder conference, Istanbul (Turkey) 
 
. March 2012, intervention to debate organised by Toit du monde, Poitiers (France) 

 
. 14 March 2012, presentation of the Migreurop annual report, spanish edition, "At the 
margins of Europe: externalisation of migration controls" (Spain) 
 
. 16 March 2012, Conference "Être étranger est-il un crime?", Progress Lawyer 
Network, Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 21 March 2012, Festival les Airs Solidaires, intervention, Political sciences, Toulouse 
(France) 
 
. 23 March 2012, « La dilution de la frontière dans le territoire » presented in the 
framework  of an exploratory and interdisciplanry program of the Iméra about « Les 
mutations territoriales des frontières du 21ème siècle » titled « Matérialisation / 
dématérialisation des frontières », Marseille (France) 
 
. 28 March 2012, press conference for the lauch of the report Mrs Tineke Strike: "Live 
lost in the Mediterranean sea", Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 29 March 2012, intervention to debate evening of the Red Cross « Immigration, asile : 
quelques éléments de repères et législatifs », Niort (France) 
 
. 21, 22, 23 May 2012, « La rétention administrative à travers le prisme des travaux sur 
les camps et la prison » in colloquia « Logiques mémorielles et temporalités migratoires 
», at the Maison Archéologie Ethnologie (Nanterre University) (France) 
 
. 10 May 2012, Transeuropa Europa organised by European Alternatives, Paris (France) 
 
. June 2012, Toulouse (France), speech  at an evening debate organised by la Cimade 

 
. 1st July 2012, conference on law of the sea, Boats 4 People, Cecina (Italy) 
 
. 2 July 2012, speech at the departure of Boats 4 People action, Rosignano (Italy) 
 
. 7 July 2012, CRID university, Lyon (France) 
 
. 25 September 2012, "'Odyssée" (drama play), théâtre de poche, Brusells (Belgium) 
 
. 28 September 2012, « Etrangers aux frontières : une zone en attente d’avocats », to 
the auditorium of the Paris bar house organised  by Anafé  
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. 6 October 2012, European JRS annual meeting, Paris (France) 
 
. 11-12 October 2012, « L’espace euro-méditerranéen : une circulation bien 
problématique » presented at the international conference « Quelle politique migratoire 
de la Tunisie ? Enjeux et défis » organised by le centre de Tunis pour la Migration et 
l’Asile (CeTuMA), Tunis (Tunisia) 
 
. 12 October 2012, Evening of Cercle des voisins, Toulouse (France) 
 
. 15-16 October 2012, European Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM) 
workshop, Brussels (Belgium) 
 

. 18 October 2012, « Une cartographie des politiques européennes d’asile et 
d’immigration » Art school, Bourges (France). 

. 18 November 2012 : debate « Les traversées, la législation européenne à contre-
courant des droits humains », Migrant'scène festival, La Cimade, Paris (France) 

. 22 et 23 November 2012, regional workshop of the International Detention Coalition 
(IDC), Athens (Greece) 
 
. 23 November 2012, Migrant'scène festival, La Cimade, Bordeaux (France) 
 
. 24 November, Echange evening between associations of the Centre International des 
Cultures Populaires (CICP), Paris (France) 
 

. 28 November 2012, « Une géographie critique des politiques migratoires européenne 
Frontières, espaces et réseaux », centre Pierre Mendès-France, Poitiers (France) 
[available on internet]. 

 
. 5-7 December 2012, Seminar : Marché du travail  et migrations internationales, CIRÉ, 
Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 7 December 2012, « Des frontières insalubres . . . aux frontières high-tech. », Iméra, 
seminar on « Les mutations territoriales des frontières du 21ème siècle » titled 
« Matérialisation / dématérialisation des frontières », Marseille (France) 
 
 
2013 
 
. 23 January 2013, « Les politiques migratoires européennes », Popular university, 
Brioux-sur-boutonne (France). 
 
. 1st and 2 February 2013, Colloquia « Asile et immigration en Europe : responsabilités 
et engagements » organised by Fédération de l’entraide protestante, introductory 
session entitled « La responsabilité des Etats européens face à l’accueil des étrangers 
», Paris (Palais de la femme) 
 
. 6 February 2013, « Bobines Sociales » Festival , Paris 20th, meeting on Ceuta douce 
prison the movie, Cinema « Le nouveau Latina » (France) 
 
. 14 February 2013, Café Géo, « Les processus réticulaires des politiques migratoires 
européennes », Strasbourg (France) 
 
. 20 February 2013, Master 2 professional, Internationale migrations, project design on 
development cooperation, Poitiers (France) 
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. 13-14 March 2013, migrations festival  at Université Libre de Belgique, Brussels. 
 
. 14 March 2013, Master Prof Migrations and inter ethnic relations at Paris Diderot 
university (France) 
 
. April 2013, conference organised by Bobigny city hall (France) 
 
. 9 April 2013, Les mardis de l'OH, water and sustainable popular university, Conseil 
Général du Val de Marne, Villeneuve Saint George (France) 
 
. 18 April 2013, "L’Odyssée" (drama play), théâtre de l'étoile du nord, Paris (France) 
 
. 21 April 2013, "The Man on the road", debate, cultural centre REX, Belgrade (Serbia) 
 
. 24 April 2013, debate on the book « Xénophobie business », political sciences, Paris 
(France) 
 
. 7 May 2013, workshop on migration at the Subversive Forum, French Helsinki Citizen 
Assemby, Zagreb (Croatie) 
 
. 17 May 2013, round table organised by the Euro Mediterranean Human Rights 
Network (EMHRN), London (UK) 
 
. 25 May 2013, Conference "Les Frontières assassines de l'Europe", ASTI, Elbeuf 
(France) 
 
. 29 May 2013, parallel event of the UN special rapporteur for migrant' rights for the 
launch of his report " “The management of the external borders of the European Union 
and its impact on the human rights of migrants”, Geneva (Switzerland) 
 
. 1st June 2013, pastoral meeting of the migration network of Comité Catholique contre 
la Faim et pour le Développement, Paris (France) 
 
. 14 June 2013, Association d’Accueil aux médecins et Personnel de Santé Réfugiés en 
France (APSR), Paris (France) 
 
. 14 June 2013, No border Fest, Servizio Civile Internazionale, Roma (Italy) 
 
. 17-18 June 2013, workshop on European advocacy, EPIM, Lisbon (Portugal) 
 
. 18 June 2013, Breakfast debate "Frontières maritimes de l’UE, où en sommes nous?", 
Euractiv, Paris (France) 
 
. 20 June 2013, "Beyond irregularity: finding effective policy solutions to irregular 
migration through transnational cooperation-PICUM Beyond irregularity: finding effective 
policy solutions to irregular migration through transnational cooperation", PICUM, 
Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 24 June 2013, Screening and debate on « Contre les murs » the movie, Observatoire 
du CRA de Palaiseau, Palaiseau (France) 
 
. 2 July 2013, debate evening, RESF Martigues (France) 
 
. 6 July 2013, "Migration, droit des migrants et relations Tunisie/UE", FTDES, FTCR, 
REMDH, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, Bizerte (Tunisia) 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XznN2oTvNAY 
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. 13-20 July 2013, activist camp Amnesty International, Lesvos (Greece) 
 
. 18 July 2013, “I percorsi dell’integrazione” – intervention European migration policies, 
Carovana dello ius migrandi, Bari (Italy) 
 
. 24 August 2013, workshop on migration, Summer university of the French greens, 
Marseille (France) 
 
. 11-12 September 2013, workshop on alternative to detention, European alternatives, 
San Sebastian (Spain) 
 
. 26 September 2013, Public Seminar - Within the framework of the implementation of 
the EU-funded project: “The Europeanization of National Asylum and Alien Laws in 
Cyprus, Italy and Spain: Detention and Detention Centres for Foreigners vs. the Return 
Directive” - , Nicosia (Cyprus) 
 
. 30 September – 2 October 2013, Colloquia « Anti-atlas des frontières », Aix-en-
Provence (France) 
 
. 17 October 2013, “The Routinisation of Administrative Detention of Migrants and Free 
Movement of Citizens: Time to Explore Alternatives”, European 
alternatives/LasciateCIEntrare, Brussels (Belgium) 
 
. 8 November 2013, « S/paesati. Inutili, disumani, costosi. I centri di detenzione dei 
migranti in Italia ed in Europa. Analisi di un fallimento e prospettive di cambiamento, 
Asgi/LasciateCIEntrare, Trieste (Italy) 
 
. 9 Novembrer 2013, “30 ans après, nous marchons toujours !”, ATMF, Paris (France) 
 
. 16 November 2013, "xénophobie business - A quoi servent les contrôles migratoires?", 
les amis du Monde Diplo, Versailles (France) Ecoutez la conférence de Claire Rodier  
 
. 21 November 2013, semaine de la solidarité internationale, Un toit un droit, Rennes 
(France) 
 
. 23 November 2013, soirée "ouvrons les frontières", collectif Open the gates, Nantes 
(France) 
 
. 29 November to 1st December 2013, the Close Campsfield Campaign 20th 
anniversary, Oxford (United Kingdom) 
 
. 10 December 2013, projection débat "L'escale", Paris (France) 
 
. 12 December 2013, "soluciones a la immigracion en el sur de Europa", table ronde 
organisée par le conseil général des avocats espagnols et la fondation des avocats, 
Madrid (Spain) 
 
. 16 December 2013, "Maghnia, franchir la frontière infranchissable", EMHRN, Paris 
(France) 
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4. Migreurop’s participation in international mobil isations  
 

Boats 4 People  
Boats 4 People (B4P) is an international coalition of associations from the south and north of the 
Mediterranean, of which Migreurop is a member. The coalition reports on the numerous deaths and 
disappearances of migrants which have occurred in the Mediterranean sea throughout 2011 and 
following the Arab springs. B4P defends the rights of migrants at sea and denounces shipwrecks 
and the silence of national authorities in the face of these dramatic events. In 2012, B4P organised 
three weeks of action between Italy and Tunisia. A boat, the Oloferne, was chartered and following 
a press conference the crew comprising activists from south and north, journalists, artists and 
lawyers left Rosignano in Tuscany. The boat called at Palermo in Sicily where a second press 
conference was organised. The boat then headed for the Italian island of Pantelleria where an 
information gathering mission was undertaken. The Oloferne then set off towards Monastir 
(Tunisia) where the preparatory events for the World Social Forum were to be held. Following a 
day of conferences organised by Boats 4 People, the boat was welcomed into the fishing port of 
Ksibet El Madouni  by fishermen and activists. Finally, the crew set out to sea again to travel to the 
Italian island of Lampedusa for the opening of a film festival on immigration to the island, the 
InFestival. Debates and a press conference were organised. At each stage, symbolic actions in 
memory of the dead and disappeared at sea were carried out. Following this action, the coalition 
worked on writing up a progress report and creating a film about the three weeks of action. These 
two tools should be available at the end of 2013.  
In the framework of the B4P project, a complaint was lodged by the FIDH, GISTI, LDH France and 
Migreurop in France in April 2012 for failure to render assistance to a person in danger in the affair 
of the “left-to-die boat”. In April 2011, a boat with 72 people aboard sunk off the Libyan coast after 
drifting for around 15 days. 63 people died despite the fact that several NATO boats were stationed 
in the area. This first complaint was archived by the public prosecutor. A second complaint for civil 
damages was made to the high court in Paris and the National Court of Madrid on 18th June 2013. 
Concurrently, a complaint is also being drafted in Belgium. In Italy, a first version of a submission to 
the ECHR has been drafted by a lawyer, member of the Arci and the Asgi. In the United Kingdom 
and Canada, information requests have been submitted to the authorities. 
 
Watch the Med 
Watch The Med is an online cartography platform which aims to document deaths at sea and 
violations of migrants’ rights on the maritime borders of the EU. The project was launched in the 
central Mediterranean as part of the Boats4People campaign in 2012. Indeed, two researchers at 
the initiative of the Watch the Med project have supported work on the complaint by writing a 
detailed report on the shipwreck, the drifting of the ship, etc. Since 2013, the project comprises a 
vast network of organisations, activists and researchers. Thanks to transnational cooperation with 
organisations defending migrant rights, activists, researchers, migrants and Mediterranean sailors 
and the use of new cartographical technologies, a new site WatchTheMed was launched online in 
September 2013. A map, available online, allows users to spatialise incidents according to their 
geographical coordinates and to situate them in the complex legal and political system of the 
Mediterranean sea.  
Watch the Med follows cases of shipwrecking and collects information with the aim of documenting 
the reality of deaths at maritime borders.  
Migreurop, via Boats 4 People, has supported the project by writing letters to the Italian and 
Maltese authorities in order to localise the States’ surveillance systems. Migreurop, via the 
Frontexit campaign, follows cases of shipwrecking or interception in which the agency has 
intervened.  
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International coalition for the defence of Doros Po lykarpou, director of the Cypriot 
association KISA  
On 5th November 2010, the participants of the racist march held by the Hellenic Resistance 
Movement in Larnaca deliberately and violently attacked, in the presence of police forces, the 13th 
Rainbow Festival – the largest multicultural and anti-racist festival in Cyprus – organised yearly by 
KISA. The slogans of the racist march were directed against Turks, Jews and Muslims, against 
people under international protection, against irregular migrants and against KISA activists under 
the slogan “axe and fire against the dogs of KISA”. Six months after these tragic events, during 
which several participants of the festival were wounded, the authorities have sought to criminalise 
KISA’s executive director, who was one of the main victims of the attack on the festival, attempting 
to prosecute him for “rioting and participation in an illegal rally”, punishable by 3 years in prison.  
The Euro-Mediterranean Network for Human Rights (REMDH), the Platform for International 
Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM), the European Network Against Racism 
(ENAR), Frontline defenders, Fahamu Refugee Legal Aid Network, the Observatory for the 
Protection of Defenders of Human Rights (FIDH-OMCT), the AEDH and Migreurop have put 
together a coalition of support. The coalition has organised three judiciary observations in two 
years (end 2011 and 2013) in Cyprus. Meetings with the authorities have been requested several 
times. The delegation has never been able to meet the Prosecutor or the first secretary of the 
justice minister in person but instead with their representatives. However, the delegation has been 
able to discuss the matter with the ombudsman and the committee for human rights of the Cypriot 
parliament.  
The complaint was judged to be inadmissible on 5th June 2012. However, Doros Polykarpou has 
not been found innocent, but rather the police have been discredited for bringing a complaint 
deemed to be unfounded.  
 
 5. Migreurop in the media 

 
2012 
. Paroles d’expulsé.e.es, RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), radio show 
February 2012 
http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article41121.html 
 
. Treatment of « stowaways », RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), radio 
show,March 2012  
 http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article41718.html 
 
. Boat 4 People, « complaint group» et « Open Access », RESF-Fréquences Paris 
Plurielles (France),, radio show,  April 2012 
http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article42383.html 
 
. Frontex agency, RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), radio show,May 2012 
http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article42797.html 
 
. Choucha, Tunisia and « Boat 4 People », RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), 
radio show,June 2012  
 http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article43240.html 

 
. Boats 4 People, RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), radio show, September 
2012 http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article44640.html 
 
. Lampedusa, RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France), radio show,  October 2012 
http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article44922.html 

 
. Atlas of migrants in Europe, RESF-Fréquences Paris Plurielles (France),  radio show 
November 2012  
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http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/article45201.html 
 
. Les migrants ont-ils encore leur chance en Europe ?, France Culture (France), radio 
show, 7 November 2012 
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.Centres de rétention: deux députées européennes en visite à Lyon, France 24 

(France), TV, 17 July 2013 

http://www.france24.com/fr/20130717-centres-retention-deux-deputees-europeennes-

visite-a-lyon 

 
. Centres de rétention: deux députées européennes en visite à Lyon, Le Nouvel 
Observateur (France), magazine, 17 July 2013 
 
.I nostri lager, Internazionale (Italy), magazine, 6 December 2013 
http://www.internazionale.it/superblog/francesca-spinelli/2013/12/06/i-nostri-lager/ 
 
.Une carte participative contre l’enfermement des étrangers, Politis (France), magazine, 
6 December 2013 
http://www.politis.fr/Une-carte-participative-contre-l,24855.html 
 
. Migreurop lance un site participatif pour dénoncer l'enfermement des étrangers, Le 
Courrier de l'Atlas (le magazine du Maghreb en Europe), magazine, 16 December 2013 
http://www.lecourrierdelatlas.com/620916122013Migreurop-lance-un-site-participatif-
pour-denoncer-l-enfermement-des-etrangers.html 

 
 
Boats 4 People-Plainte:  

 
English  

. African migrants 'left to die' in dinghy sue Spanish and French military, The 
Guardian (GB), journal, 18 June 2013 
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/jun/18/boat-tragedy-migrants-sue-france-
spain 
 
. Libya sea tragedy survivors file suits against France, Spain, The Global Post 
(USA), web media, 18 June 2013 
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/news/afp/130618/libya-sea-tragedy-survivors-
file-suits-against-france-spain 
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Français  

. Naufrage d’un bateau de migrants : une plainte déposée, Le Figaro (France), 
journal, 17 June 2013 
http://nautisme.lefigaro.fr/breves-nautisme/divers-0/2013-06-17-18-15-12/naufrage-
d-un-bateau-de-migrants---une-plainte-deposee-10845.php 
 

 
. On a vu plusieurs bateaux, mais ils ne nous ont pas aidés, Libération (France), 
journal, 18 June 2013 
http://www.liberation.fr/societe/2013/06/18/on-a-vu-plusieurs-bateaux-mais-ils-ne-
nous-ont-pas-aides_911908 
 
 
. Le survivant d'un boat people porte plainte contre l'armée française, France Info (France), radio, 18 
June 2013 
http://m.franceinfo.fr/monde/le-survivant-d-un-boat-people-parti-de-libye-porte-
plainte-contre-l-armee-fran-1030931-2013-06-18 

 
. Afrique du Nord : deux plaintes contre X en Europe dans l'affaire des 72 naufragés 
africains, All Africa (Afrique),  web media, 18 June 2013 
http://fr.allafrica.com/stories/201306190055.html 
 
. Deux Erythréens portent plainte pour "non-assistance" après leur naufrage en 
Méditerranée, Le Monde (France), journal, 19 June 2013 
http://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2013/06/19/deux-erythreens-portent-
plainte-pour-non-assistance-apres-leur-naufrage-en-
mediterranee_3432601_3210.html 
 
. Naufrage en Méditerranée: deux survivants du « bateau cercueil », portent plainte 
pour non-assistance, Médiaterranée (France), web media, 19 June 2013  
http://www.mediaterranee.com/1932013-naufrage-en-mediterranee-deux-survivants-
du-bateau-cercueil-portent-plainte-pour-non#.UfkIjNJ7L-Y 
 
. Non-lieu, non-personnes, Libération (France), journal 20 December 2013 
http://www.liberation.fr/societe/2013/12/20/non-lieu-non-personnes_968122 
 
 

Espanol  
 

. Querella criminal contra el Ejército español y francés por no socorrer a 72 emigrantes 
procedentes de Libia, El periódico (Spain), journal, 18 June 2013 
http://www.elperiodico.com/es/noticias/internacional/querella-criminal-contra-
ejercito-espanol-frances-por-socorrer-emigrantes-procedentes-libia-2423676 
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Films and online documentaries supported politicall y by Migreurop  
 

Ceuta douce prison (November 2012) 
This documentary by Jonathan Millet and Loïc H. Richet follows the paths of five migrants in 
the Spanish enclave of Ceuta, in Northern Morocco. Having left everything behind to try 
their luck in Europe, they find themselves confined to an open-air prison, at the doorstep of 
the Old Continent. They spend their lives caught between the hope of obtaining a “laissez-
passer” and the fear of being deported back to their country of origin.  
 
Mother Border (October 2012) 
Spanning from one coast of the Mediterranean to the other, in this project – part 
documentary, part cinematic concert – the Nantes-based collective Étrange miroir (with 
support from Cimade) retraces the story of the Tunisians who took to the sea in the hope of 
reaching Europe in 2011, following the fall of the Ben Ali regime. Migreurop participated in 
the project through Claire Rodier’s contributions to the audio track. 
 
De l’autre côté (December 2012) 
“De l'autre côté” (From The Other Side), by the association Osons Savoir, is a web 
documentary about borders. It was born of a desire to better inform the public about 
migratory policies in Europe. How do States treat migrants in the era of globalization? 
Through a study carried out in Italy, Greece, Turkey and France, the Osons Savoir 
association sought to understand the repressive mechanisms used to control mobility.  
The associations Ligue des Droits de l’Homme (France), Cimade, Fasti, Ritimo, les 
Amoureux au ban public, Attac, and the Terra and Migreurop networks support this project.  
 
Le Printemps en exil (October 2013) 
This multimedia documentary chronicles the exile of thousands of Tunisians following the 
fall of the Ben Ali regime. Having returned to Tunisia after an arduous journey through Italy 
and France, these migrants give us their perspective, now that they have abandoned the 
dream of an elsewhere in which everything seemed possible, in favour of a present where 
everything is yet to be built. The Tunisian Revolution, the passage across the sea in a boat 
towards the Occident, the detention camps, the fight for survival in Paris, and the return to 
Tunisia. 
Migreurop supports this project. 
 
L’Escale (November 2013) 
This film, by the young Swiss-Iranian Kaveh Bakhtiari, was selected for the “Quinzaine des 
réalisateurs” section of the Cannes Festival in 2013. It presents the striking chronicle of a 
group of Iranian migrants in transit in a poor suburb of Athens, suspended between 
everyday dangers and disillusions, but also the hope of a new life.  
 
 
Les réfugiés de la nuit polaire (forthcoming project) 
In the very north of Norway, far from Sangatte and Lampedusa, lost in the islands of the 
Lofoten archipelago, is the village of Stamsund and its centre for asylum-seekers: the 
Mottak. In an old hotel, stuck on the island, some 120 persons from all four corners of the 
earth await a decision from the Norwegian state on their requests for political asylum. 
Two directors, Jonathan CHÂTEL and Charles EMPTAZ, decided to meet this centre’s 
residents and capture it without any sugar-coating.  
This project is supported by the network, and should be completed at the end of 2013.  
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III – IMPORTANT PROCEEDINGS AT MIGREUROP IN 
2012-2013 
 
Migreurop’s board is composed of 17 members, of which three are individuals (Lola Schulmann, 
Sara Prestianni and Olivier Clochard) and 14 associations: AMDH (Morocco), AME (Mali), 
ARACEM (Mali), ANAFE (France), ARCI (Italy), ASGI (Italy), ATMF (France), Cimade (France), 
CIRÉ (Belgium), FASTI (France), GISTI (France), IPAM (France), LDH Belgium, Sos Racismo 
(Spain). 
 
During the General Assembly on the 19th of November 2011, 15 associations were elected to the 
board . In 2013, the association Statewatch chose to leave the board, as it was unable to allocate 
sufficient time to following the network’s activities. The head office and BD validated this decision, 
thereby reducing the BD to 14 associations.  
 
The associations in the board elected during the General Assembly of November 2011 elected 
Migreurop’s executive board which is composed of the following members:  
President: Olivier Clochard 
Vice President: Claire Rodier (Gisti) 
Treasurer: Francis Lecomte (Fasti) 
Secretary: Filippo Miraglia (ARCI) 
Ressource persons: Saïd Tbel (AMDH) and Patrice Zinahad Boukar (ARACEM) 
 
The network is coordinated by Elisabeth Baudin – administrative and financial coordinator (joined 
in March 2013), Alessandra Capodanno – coordinator of activities (joined in September 2012), and 
Eva Ottavy – coordinator of activities (joined in January 2009).  
The job of coordinating the network and its activities is supported by interns. 
 
Main Network Meetings: 
Executive board meetings: Migreurop’s executive board meets every two months via Skype and 
corresponds on a dedicated list.  
Meeting of the Board: it  meets three times a year: 
28th April 2012, Brussels (Belgium) 
30th June 2012, Cecina (Italy) 
1st December 2012, Paris (France) 
21st March 2013, Brussels (Belgium) 
29th June 2013, Rabat (Morocco) 
7th December 2013, Paris (France) 
The board also communicates via email through a dedicated list. 
 
 

IV - ORGANISATION MEMBERS IN 2012 - 2013  
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Migreurop is composed by 43 individual members and 45 organisations based i n 17 countries 
in Middle East, Africa and Europe and also two obse rver members:  the European association 
for the defense of human rights (AEDH) and the French Caritas (Secours Catholique) 
 
BELGIUM  
CIRE Coordination et initiatives pour et avec les réfugiés et étrangers / CNCD 11.11.11 Centre 
national de coopération au développement / LDH Ligue des droits de l’homme / SAD Syndicat des 
avocats pour la démocratie 
 
CYPRUS 
KISA 
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EGYPT 
EFFR Egyptian Foundation for Refugee Rights 
 
FRANCE 
ACORT Assemblée citoyenne des originaires de Turquie / ACT UP / ANAFE Association nationale 
d’assistance aux frontières pour les étrangers / ATMF Association des travailleurs maghrébins de 
France/ La Cimade / FASTI Fédération des associations de solidarité avec les travailleurs 
immigrés / FTCR Fédération des Tunisiens pour une citoyenneté des deux rives / GAS Groupe 
accueil et solidarité / GISTI Groupe d’information et de soutien des immigrés / IPAM Initiatives pour 
un autre monde / JRS France Jesuit Refugee Service / MRAP Mouvement contre le racisme et 
pour l’amitié entre les peuples. 
 
GERMANY 
Border Monitoring Europe 
 
ITALY  
ARCI Associazione ricreativa culturale italiana / ASGI Associazione studi giuridici sull’immigrazione 
/ Melting Pot / NAGA Associazione volontaria di assistenza socio-sanitaria e per i diritti di stranieri 
e nomadi 
 
LEBANON  
Frontiers 
 
MALI  
AME Association malienne des expulsés 
ARACEM Association des Refoulés d’Afrique Centrale au Mali 
 
MOROCCO 
ABCDS-Oujda Association Beni Znassen pour la culture, le développement et la solidarité / AMDH 
Association marocaine des droits humains / Chabaka/ GADEM Groupe antiraciste 
d’accompagnement et de défense des étrangers et migrants / Pateras de la vida 
 
MAURITANIA  
AMDH Association mauritanienne des droits de l’homme 
 
PORTUGAL  
SOLIM Solidariedade Imigrante 
 
SPAIN 
Andalucia Acoge / APDHA Asociación pro derechos humanos de Andalucia / CEAR Comisión 
española de ayuda al refugiado / ELIN / Federacion SOS racismo / ACSUR Las Segovias 
 
SWITZERLAND  
Solidarité sans frontières 
 
TUNISIA 
FTDES Forum Tunisiens des Droits Economiques et Sociaux 
 
TOGO 
Attac Togo 
 
TURKEY 
HCA/RASP-Helsinki Citizen Assembly Refugee Advocacy Support Program 

 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Statewatch / Barbed Wire Britain Network 


