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I – REMINDER OF MIGREUROP’S OBJECTIVES  
 

The Migreurop network was established in 2002 by campaigners who met at a time when the 
Sangatte camp – a prime example of the absurdity of European migration policy - was receiving 
intense media attention. The network’s initial aim was to raise awareness of and denounce the 
increasing detention of migrants and the multiplication of camps in Europe, measures which are 
at the heart of the European Union’s migration policy. It quickly became clear that the Sangatte 
camp, far from being an exception, was a mere cog in the European machine for the large-scale 
exclusion of foreigners.   
 
Initially, Migreurop’s work on detention and camps developed around four axes:  
 
1. Gathering information on a phenomenon which is difficult to pin down not only because it is 
largely hidden, but also because of the geographical scale of the issue (the externalised camps 
located in Libya and the Ukraine are the collateral effects of these countries’ privileged 
partnerships with the European Union).  
 
2. Giving a name to a multifaceted reality to which the classic image of camps surrounded by 
barbed wire does not do justice. The term ‘Europe of camps’ has been adopted to refer to the 
set of measures which constitute points of forced interruption in migrants’ itineraries. Preventing 
migrants from crossing a border or from entering a territory, keeping them under ‘house arrest’ 
either legally or through police harassment, detaining them to ensure that they can be deported 
and imprisoning them as punishment for crossing the border are but a few of the manifestations 
of this ‘Europe of camps’. Such repression may also appear in the guise of humanitarian 
concern: despite often euphemistic official discourses displaying compassion towards migrants, 
these are simply another facet of the very same European policy intended to marginalise 
foreigners.    
 
3. Raising awareness of the ‘Europe of camps’ and the movements opposing it by using 
all means of circulation possible (seminars, photo exhibitions, documentaries, website, articles 
and publications aimed at academic audiences and the general public, etc.).  
 
4. Acting at the European level to mobilise against th e ‘Europe of camps’  
Over the years, Migreurop has broadened its scope to include the analysis of the consequences 
of European immigration and asylum policies for migrant rights – focusing mainly upon the 
process of externalisation of migration control measures – and the monitoring of human rights 
violations along migration routes and in detention centres.  
 
The Borders Observatory , created in 2008, develops activities around these key themes. 
Since the last general assembly which was held in November 2007 these activities have 
constituted an important part of Migreurop’s work, and as such they will be the principal focus of 
this report.  
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The European Borders Observatory  
 
The Borders Observatory project was created in 2008 as a result of observations made during 
the daily activities of the network (investigations, international meetings and partnerships with 
other organisations): the poor conditions for the reception and integration of foreigners, the 
numerous violations of basic human rights and the situation of vulnerability in which migrants at 
Europe’s borders find themselves have barely been documented and are little known to the 
public, politicians and civil society members.  
It became apparent that there is an urgent need to systematise this information so that it may be 
brought to public attention and to offer a non-governmental view of European immigration 
policies, moving beyond questions relating solely to detention.   
Thus, the idea to create an Observatory which would draw upon the activities of Migreurop’s 
members and other partners emerged.  
The project’s implementation follows several steps:  

- Firstly, the network will define a frame of reference for the data to be collected at the 
border, based upon the conditions for accessing human rights at EU borders, European 
states’ policies of externalisation and their consequences, as well as detailed 
descriptions of places of detention.  

- This frame of reference aims to allow substantial data to be collected through the daily 
activities of Migreurop’s members and partners, their work (reports, articles, etc.) and 
through specific investigations conducted by Migreurop.   

- The data collected in this manner will allow the creation of a database of information 
relating to the conditions experienced by migrants at the border.   

- Eventually, this database will be accessible on Migreurop’s website and will be updated 
regularly.  

- Intermediary reports drawing upon this fieldwork will enrich the database with information 
specific to each country.  

- Once the data has been systematised and analysed, the resulting output will be 
disseminated through: 

o Migreurop’s web site  
o (September 2009) Atlas of Migrants in Europe: Critical Geography of Migration 

Policies  
o (October/November 2009) A first annual report on the current human rights 

situation at Europe’s borders, entitled Europe’s Murderous Borders, in four 
languages (English, French, Italian, Spanish) 

 
These initial phases have led to the elaboration of various initiatives aimed at raising awareness 
amongst the public, national governments and European institutions, with the launch of a 
campaign entitled ‘For the right to access detention centres’ and the creation of a working group 
on readmission agreements.  
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II- ACTIVITIES OF THE MIGREUROP NETWORK AND 
OF THE EUROPEAN BORDERS OBSERVATORY 2010-
2011  
 
A. Collection of data through fieldwork missions  
 
Field missions allow the network to collect some of the information necessary for the 
construction of the database which will eventually be available on the website and for the 
production of publications. Such missions are undertaken not only by members of the network, 
but also by volunteers within the framework of mobility programmes put in place by the 
organisation ‘Echanges et Partenariats’ (Exchanges and Partnerships), by Migreurop itself and 
by a number of the network’s member and partner associations (see the volunteers site of the 
EP programme here: http://emi-cfd.com/echanges-partenariats/) 
 
 

- Volunteer missions with ‘Echanges et Partenariats’:  
. 2009-2010 mission:  As explained in the last president’s report for 2008-2009, 
four volunteers worked in the field in Turkey, Greece, Romania, Poland and 
Cyprus between December 2009 and April 2010 with the aim of reinforcing the 
network’s partnerships and feeding into the 2009-2010 annual report.   
. 2010-2011 mission:  Five volunteers went to Italy, Spain, Turkey, Bulgaria and 
Germany. Each of these missions allowed links with Migreurop’s partners to be 
developed or strengthened, as well as feeding information into the network’s 
2010-2011 annual report.  

 
- 15th January 2010: International fact-finding missi on on the Bari detention centre 

and racist violence at Rosarno (Italy): Within the framework of the international ‘Right 
to access’ campaign, Migreurop organised a joint international fact-finding mission 
comprising European NGOs and members of the European Parliament. Migreurop’s 
report is available here: http://www.migreurop.org/article1609.html 
 

- February 2011 : Field study carried out in Lampedusa (Italy) and Tu nisia by the 
Tunisian Federation for a Two-Shore Citizenship (FTCR), the Euro-Mediterranean 
Human Rights Network (REMDH), the Tunisian League for Human Rights (LTDH) and 
Migreurop, which was followed by a Joint press conference given by these 
organisations:  
http://www.citoyensdesdeuxrives.eu/better/index.php?option=com_content&view=article
&id=2108:ftcr--remdh--migreurop--ldh--conference-de-presse-le-11-mars--une-
commission-denquete-en-tunisie-et-en-italie&catid=46:immigrationharragas&Itemid=85 
 

- 20th-27th February 2011: Field study on the Adriati c border  (Patras, Igoumenitsa, 
Athens). 
 

- From 31st January to 4th February 2011: Field missi on to the port of Rotterdam 
(Netherlands) as part of the 2010-2011 annual repor t focusing on ports of entry in 
Europe and the Iran-Turkey border. Migreurop undertook a 5-day mission to 
Rotterdam port where we met the port policing authorities, associations working to 
defend migrant rights, a sailors’ union, a marine insurance company, etc.  
 

- February 2011, Frontex mission (Dakar, Senegal) At the World Social Forum, a 
representative of the network accompanied a Green MP to the European Parliament for 
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a meeting with the chief of the Spanish police who is in charge of the agency Frontex. 
Thus, interviews were carried out with migrants who were deported from the Canary 
Islands in 2006 as well as with members of fishing unions.     

 
- From 4th to 9th May 2011: Field mission to the Gree ce-Turkey border. Migreurop, 

within the framework of the Borders Observatory, accompanied the European MP 
Hélène Flautre on a mission to this border in order to visit the police station and 
detention cells in Soufli (Greece) and the detention centre in Edirne (Turkey). The 
delegation also met the police chiefs responsible for the border and for the Edirne 
detention centre.  

 
- July and September 2011: Mission to Lampedusa (Ital y) in partnership with Italian 

Cultural and Recreational Association (ARCI). As part of the ‘Right to access’ 
campaign, Migreurop participated in a week’s visit to the Lampedusa detention centre in 
partnership with ARCI. Migreurop subsequently met with the authorities responsible for 
immigration issues on the island with a view to producing a book on Lampedusa with the 
publisher Armand Colin.  

 
 

B. Publications   
 
 

1. Atlas of migration policies:  
 

Through the creation of the ‘Migreurop Atlas’ which was first published in October 2009, the 
network aims to develop one of its primary activities: the dissemination of information on the 
detention of migrants and the consequences of migration policy on fundamental human rights.  
This publication aims to raise awareness and mobilise public opinion in favour of real change in 
European migration policies. Beyond providing factual information, the Atlas also aims to supply 
Migreurop’s members as well as other associations working for migrant rights or for international 
cooperation with the necessary analytical tools to denounce the conditions of migrant detention 
and the policies which dictate these conditions, and to construct arguments to propose 
alternative policies.  
A second, updated edition with new articles and maps is currently being prepared, and is 
scheduled for release in the first half of 2012.  

 
2. Migreurop annual report: 

 
Migreurop’s annual report on human rights violations is a product of the double dimension which 
characterises the network, which is composed of field organisations working to defend the rights 
of migrants and refugees, and of individuals who, in their professional or campaigning activity, 
study and analyse migration policies and their consequences. Three reports were released by 
the Borders Observatory. The first, ‘Europe’s Murderous Borders’ which covered part of 2008 
and 2009 is available in three languages on Migreurop’s website:  
http://www.migreurop.org/rubrique289.html 
 
2009/2010 Report: ‘ European borders: controls, detention and 
deportations’. Several borders and countries were studied for this report : Poland, 
Romania, Greece, Turkey, the Calais region in France, the Adriatic sea border and the Sahel-
Saharan region. The report is available in three languages on our website:  
http://www.migreurop.org/rubrique340.html 
 
The report was presented in Madrid in March 2010: http://www.migreurop.org/article1769.html 
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2010/2011 Report: ‘ At the margins of Europe: the externalisation of 
migration controls’. For this third report, the network concentrated primarily on the Iran-
Turkey border and on the town of Van in the east of Turkey, a transit point for migrants and a 
prison town for foreigners who find themselves there. Migreurop has been working for several 
years on Turkey and its borders. This new analysis completes those which were already 
conducted on the Greece-Turkey border in the two preceding reports. Migreurop then focused 
its work on European commercial ports and the management of so-called ‘clandestine’ 
passengers. Inquiries relating to ‘clandestine’ sea passengers were carried out in seven EU 
member states and one neighbouring country, covering 23 ports in total : Germany (Hamburg), 
Bulgaria (Burgas, Varna), Cyprus (Larnaca, Limassol), Spain (Algeciras, Barcelona, Bilbao, 
Valencia), France (Bordeaux, Caen, Cherbourg, La Rochelle, Marseille, Saint-Nazaire), Italy 
(Bari, Catania, Genoa, Naples, Palermo), Morocco (Tangiers) and the Netherlands (Rotterdam). 
In Belgium, the media review carried out by the Human Rights League, a member of Migreurop, 
allowed us to obtain precise information on ‘clandestine passengers’ intercepted on ships 
arriving in the ports of Anvers and Zeebrugge. 
The report will soon be available in French, English and Spanish on the website. It was 
presented on 18th November 2011 in Paris: http://www.migreurop.org/article2048.html 
 

3. The Map of Camps  
 
To raise awareness of the creation of camps at Europe’s borders, Migreurop chose to represent 
the reality of the camps visually. The ‘Map of camps in Europe and on its borders’, distributed 
for the first time at the European Social Forum in Paris in November 2003, has since been 
reproduced in at least fifty publications in five different languages (English, German, Spanish, 
French and Italian). It has become the network’s 'visiting card’ and is regularly updated with 
information provided by the network’s correspondents. Its successive versions, with the 
multiplication of the dots representing the camps, provide an effective illustration both of the 
spread of the phenomenon of migrant detention and of the intensification of the links which the 
network has established with new partners over time.   
 
The fifth edition of the map of camps, updated in 2009, is available on the Migreurop website in 
French and English: http://www.migreurop.org/rubrique266.html 
 
A significant revision of the map of camps is currently being undertaken with release anticipated 
for the first quarter of 2012. Our partners and members in Africa and Europe have mobilised to 
collect as much data on the camps in Europe and at the borders as possible.  
 
The publication of the Atlas of Migrants in Europe has allowed the diversification of the themes 
illustrated through the use of cartography; beyond issues linked to migrant detention, the 
following themes have also been developed : the difficult globalisation of migration flows, the 
strengthening of control measures and the consequences of European policy (the undermining 
of fundamental rights, errant mobility, etc.). 
 

4. Articles and press releases  
 
Migreurop regularly publishes articles through vari ous outlets:  
 
2010 

- ‘2010, the year of the right to emigrate’, Le Monde, 28/01/2010 
http://www.lemonde.fr/opinions/article/2010/01/28/2010-l-annee-du-droit-a-migrer-par-
emmanuel-blanchard-olivier-clochard-claire-rodier_1297565_3232.html 
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- ‘How the EU locks up its neighbours’, Alain Morice and Claire Rodier, Le Monde 
Diplomatique, June 2010: http://www.migreurop.org/article1746.html 

- ‘On the front of the frontiers’, article by the Migreurop network in the journal Plein Droit, 
December 2010 http://www.migreurop.org/article1795.html 

 
 
 
Press releases:  
 
2010 

- ‘Migreurop meets in Morocco and condemns negotiations on the readmission agreement 
scheduled for the forthcoming EU-Morocco summit’ (March 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1629.html 

- ‘Turkish MPs and European representatives visit the migrant detention centre in 
Kumkapi, Istanbul with the Migreurop network’ (May 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1699.html 

- ‘Italy: Joy’s trial and revolts in the camps’ (June 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1710.html 

- ‘HCR-Libya: the bids rise, the migrants pay the price’ (June 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1713.html 

- ‘On World Refugee Day, Migreurop calls for the closure of migrant camps in Europe and 
beyond’ (June 2010) http://www.migreurop.org/article1722.html 

- 'Roma populations victims of xenophobia from the French government'  (August 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1748.html    

- 'European borders: controls, detention and deportations'  (November 2010) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1771.html 

- ‘The deadly Adriatic border: six migrants dead in two weeks and the refoulements 
continue’ (December 2010): http://www.migreurop.org/article1779.html 

- ‘The withdrawal of ‘Schengen’ visas must not come at the price of the right to asylum’ 
(December 2010) http://www.migreurop.org/article1790.html 

2011 

- ‘Campaign for the right to access in Spain: NGO access is a step forward in the respect 
of human rights’ (January 2011): http://www.migreurop.org/article1799.html 

- ‘Bosnia-Herzegovina: poor treatment and hunger strike in the migrant camp at Lukavica’ 
(January 2011): http://www.migreurop.org/article1796.html 

- LAMPEDUSA (Italy) ‘Europe must not fear democracy in North Africa’ (February 2011): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1807.html 

- ‘For how much longer is the EU going to rely on the dictatorships of the southern 
Mediterranean in its migration policy ?’ (February 2011): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1811.html 

- ‘At a time of freedom, Europe continues to lock people up’ (March 2011): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1824.html 

- ‘Appeal for a humanitarian evacuation of the 250 Eritrean, Ethiopian and Somalian 
refugees trapped in Benghazi’ (March 2011): http://www.migreurop.org/article1829.html 

- ‘Bosnia-Herzegovina: isolation and police violence at the Lukavica camp.’ (March 2011) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1851.html 

- ‘Legal harrassment and criminalisation of defenders of human rights in Cyprus’ (April 
2011)  http://www.migreurop.org/article1885.html 

- ‘Europe and Africa : ten visits to the camps of shame’ (April 2011) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1904.html 

- ‘Urgent appeal for a moratorium on returns to Tunisia and a decent reception for 
Tunisians in the EU !’ (April 2011) http://www.migreurop.org/article1879.html 
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-  ‘A deadly trap in the Mediterranean Sea’ (May 2011) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1927.html 

- ‘The EU and Serbia must not restrict Serbian citizens’ freedom to come and go in the 
Schengen zone’ (June 2011) http://www.migreurop.org/article1956.html 

- Appeal from Euro-Mediterranean migrant defence organisations ‘Mediterranean : NATO 
finally comes to the rescue of shipwrecked migrants, the European Union refuses to take 
them in’ (July 2011) http://www.migreurop.org/article2006.html 

- Appeal: ‘A flotilla to stop the massacre in the Mediterranean’ (July 2011) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2000.html 

- Joint press release : ‘Observer mission to trials in Cyprus : four international NGOs urge 
the Cypriot authorities to abandon charges against the defender of human rights Doros 
Polykarpou’ (July 2011) http://www.migreurop.org/article2011.html 

- ‘Dozens of migrants die at sea under the passive gaze of a NATO ship’ (August 2011) 
http://www.migreurop.org/article2026.html 

- ‘Migreurop at the appeal hearing for the fire at Vincennes detention centre’ (October 
2011)  
http://www.migreurop.org/article2032.html 

- Presentation of the Migreurop report ‘At the margins of Europe : the externalisation of 
migration controls’ (November 2011) http://www.migreurop.org/article2048.html 

 
5. On the website ( www.migreurop.org) 

 
The complete collection of Migreurop’s 'founding’ texts can be found on the website 
(presentation of the network, founding texts, press releases, speeches given at conferences, 
etc.). The website also features numerous European initiatives on the subjects of migration and 
detention, and several descriptions of detention centres (see the section ‘Camps in Europe and 
beyond’).  
 
Updated regularly, the website brings together all of the information relating to the ‘Borders 
Observatory’ project (campaign for the right to access, working group on readmission 
agreements, etc.). In 2010 and 2011, several new sections were added : one on the legal 
observation of the trial and appeal hearing of the case of the fire at the Vincennes detention 
centre ; another on revolts in camps with information on Italy and Bosnia ; a new section 
presenting a ‘Critical chronology of European migration policy’, written in French by an 
individual member of Migreurop and available in English, Spanish and Italian, thanks to the 
participation of members of collaborating organisations Statewatch, SOS Racismo and ARCI 
and sub-sections containing the texts of EU and bilateral readmission agreements, etc.   
 
The Migreurop website has been being upgraded for several months and we hope to have 
access to the final version before the end of 2011.  
 
While waiting for the new website, another page ("Voix off-Off screen voices": 
http://www.voixoff.lautre.net/) which is entirely dedicated to the statements of migrants held in 
camps in Europe and Africa as well as to activist initiatives which allow detained migrants’ 
voices to be heard has been created. This website has been designed within the framework of 
the ‘Right to access’ campaign with a view to eventually incorporating it into the network’s new 
website. 
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6. Facebook and Twitter 
 
Migreurop first opened a Facebook page in June 2010, and the page now has 959 ‘fans’ who 
follow the activities of the network and its members. These ‘fans’ are mainly French-, English- 
and Italian-speaking Europeans. Subsequently, Migreurop has broadened its social networking 
presence by opening a Twitter account in July 2011. Today, around 386 people follow 
Migreurop’s updates and those of its members. We ‘tweet’ information on the themes of the 
network (detention, readmission, externalisation, etc.).  
 
These two social networks allow us to spread news of our work to people who are not signed up 
to our mailing lists and thus to expand our audience.  
 

C. Mobilisations   
 
 

1. Campaigns 
 

� ‘For the right to access migrant detention centres’ campaign 
 
See: http://www.migreurop.org/article1301.html 
 
Since its creation, Migreurop has condemned the multiplication of the migrant detention centres 
established by EU member states in their fight against illegal immigration. This phenomenon 
exists both in EU countries and in other states beyond the Union’s borders which are 
encouraged by Europe to detain or readmit migrants. Systems for the detention and isolation of 
migrants vary from country to country, but the imprisonment of people who have committed no 
other offence apart from illegal entry or stay has become widespread. The spread of migrant 
detention was institutionalised by the European Union with the passing of the ‘return’ directive 
on June 18th 2008 which validates the practice of detaining migrants for long periods.  
Migrant detention centres are often located far from the gaze of civil society. The right of access 
for NGOs working to defend migrant rights is limited, or simply inexistent. This increases the risk 
of abuse and violations of the rights of detained persons.  
 
In this context, Migreurop has launched a campaign demanding ‘The right to access 
migrant detention centres’  
The campaign’s objectives are as follows :  
- to raise awareness of the reality of the conditions experienced by migrants detained in the 
centres  
- to play a role in defending detained migrants and drawing attention to abuses  
- to show the consequences of detention and the situations which lead to violations of migrants’ 
rights  
The campaign’s demands have been brought to the national level by Migreurop’s member 
associations in their respective countries and to the European level through the organisation of 
several meetings at the European Parliament.  
 
The ‘Right to Access’ campaign has a new website called "Voix off - Off screen voices": 
http://www.voixoff.lautre.net/ 
 
The activities of the ‘ Right to access’ campaign in 2010-2011 :  
 

- May 2010 : Meeting held in Istanbul (Turkey) with members of Migreurop, Turkish and 
Greek NGOs, and Turkish and European MPs regarding readmission agreements, 
Frontex and the right to access detention centres.  
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- May 2010 : Migreurop joint visit – meeting Turkish MPs at the Kumkapi detention centre 
in Istanbul (Turkey) as part of the right to access campaign : 
thttp://www.migreurop.org/article1699.html 

- January 2011  : Right to access campaign in Spain : access for NGOs is a step forward 
for the respect of human rights: http://www.migreurop.org/article1799.html 

- March 2010  : Launch of a second week of joint visits with European and national MPs 
and NGOs to detention centres in Europe and Africa (Germany, Spain, Italy, France and 
Mauritania) : ‘At a time of freedom, Europe continues to lock people up’ 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1824.html.  
Press release following the 10 visits to detention centres : 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1903.html 
General conclusions of the campaign with summaries of each visit : 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1903.html 

- March 2011 :  Training for members of Migreurop on the ‘Right to access detention 
centres’ campaign (Paris, France) 

- February – March 2011 :  Bosnia-Herzegovina : poor treatment and hunger strike in the 
migrant camp at Lukavica’ (Sarajevo): press releases, fax campaign, etc. 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1796.html 

- June 2011 :  Migreurop report ‘Bosnia-Herzegovina and the European Union : 
responsibility for the violation of the basic human rights of migrants detained in the 
Lukavica detention centre’  http://www.migreurop.org/article1962.html 

- October 2011 : International meeting held in Paris (France) in cooperation with the 
association ‘Europe Alternatives’ : ‘For open access to migrant detention centres in 
Europe’: http://www.migreurop.org/article2031.html 

 
The campaign in the press :  
Right to access campaign in Migrations magazine (Belgium):  
http://www.migreurop.org/article1793.html 
 
 
 

� Campaign and working group on readmission agreement s   
 
Linked closely to the ‘Right to access detention centres’ campaign, a working group has been 
created to analyse the readmission agreements established by the EU and its member states 
with third coutries. The working group has gradually expanded to include partners from outside 
the Migreurop network, identified at the various international meetings in which Migreurop has 
participated.  
 
The activities of the campaign on readmission agree ments in 2010-2011 :  
 

- 29-30 January 2010  : Decentralised World Social Forum (Madrid, Spain). ACSUR (a 
Spanish member of the Migreurop network) organised a seminar on migration and 
invited Migreurop to speak on EU-Moroccan relations with regard to the readmission 
agreement. 

- March 2010  : Letter to the European Parliament Committee on Development concerning 
the revision of article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement: 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1626.html 

- October 2010 : World Social Forum on Migration in Quito (Ecuador) where the working 
group on readmission agreements held a workshop entitled ‘Migration policy : blackmail 
by threat of expulsion’ with participants from Africa, Latin America, Europe and the USA. 

- May 2010 : Meeting held in Istanbul (Turkey) with Migreurop members, Turkish and 
Greek NGOs and Turkish and European MPs on the subject of readmission agreements.  

- May-July 2010  : ‘EU-Pakistan readmission agreement : the European Parliament must 
withhold its approval’ : addressing demands to the LIBE and AFET Commissions in 



 

11 
 

collaboration with the Trans Europe Experts network (a European network of law 
professors) http://www.migreurop.org/article1691.html 

- March 2011 :  Training for members of Migreurop on readmission agreements (Paris, 
France) 

- April 2011 :  Study by Migreurop and Trans Europe Experts for European MPs : 
‘Evaluation of the European Commission on readmission agreements. Some reactions 
and questions’ http://www.migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/Paper_eval_EC_Read_-
_FRfinalogos.pdf 

- August 2011  : Joint letter sent to the Macedonian authorities : ‘Macedonia : human 
rights concerns relating to recent measures taken by the Macedonian government with 
the aim to tighten the visa-free regime’ http://www.migreurop.org/article2013.html  

 
In 2010 and 2011, the group also continued to collate the texts of readmission agreements 
which have been published on the network’s website (at the foot of the page : 
http://www.migreurop.org/rubrique271.html).  
 
During 2010, the working group on readmission agreements approached Migreurop’s members 
and partners in order to collect the statements of people who have been deported with the view 
to releasing a ‘black book’ of expulsion and refoulement. This book will be entitled ‘Stories of 
Expulsion’. It is conceived as an educational aid to raise awareness and condemn the situation, 
allowing the nature of these agreements as well as their direct consequences, that is expulsion 
or refoulement to be studied simultaneously. During 2011, the statements were re-read, written 
up and formatted. The power of ‘Stories of Expulsion’ derives from the stories themselves, as 
well as the photographs and the maps which accompany them. This project is currently being 
finalised, and is expected to be printed at the end of 2011. It will also be available on the 
website. This publication would not have been possible without the assistance of Migreurop’s 
partners who participated in the working group on readmission agreements and the collection of 
statements.  
 
The working group communicates through a mailing list dedicated to this topic and also has a 
specific section on the Migreurop website, where its work can be downloaded : 
http://www.migreurop.org/rubrique271.html 
  

 
2. European Parliament 

 
Throughout 2010-2011, Migreurop continued to strengthen its links with a number of groups of 
MPs in the European Parliament and by participating in European mobilisations :   

 
- March 2010  : Two information sessions held with European Parliament assistants on the 

revision of article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement (Brussels, Belgium)  
- March 2010 :  Letter to the European Parliament Committee on Development concerning 

the revision of article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement: 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1626.html 

- 2010 : Written questions : two members of the European Parliament asked Migreurop to 
provide them with ideas for their written questions on readmission agreements and 
detention centres. 

- September 2010 : Hearing on Frontex at the European Parliament (Brussels, Belgium) 
entitled ‘A new mandate for  Frontex : beyond obsessions with security, a human rights 
perspective ?’ organised by the Greens/ALE. Following this hearing at the European 
Parliament, the Green/ALE group in the Parliament published a study to which 
Migreurop contributed (November 2010) entitled ‘The Frontex agency : what guarantees 
for human rights?’ http://www.migreurop.org/article1947.html 

- April 2011 :  Study by Migreurop and Trans Europe Experts for European MPs : 
‘Evaluation of the European Commission on readmission agreements. Some reactions 
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and questions’ http://www.migreurop.org/IMG/pdf/Paper_eval_EC_Read_-
_FRfinalogos.pdf 

- June 2011 : Round table organised by Green/ALE representatives of the European 
Parliament in Brussels (Belgium) and entitled ‘Review of the European Neighbourhood 
Policy : Make Democracy, Promotion and Mobility Work | Lessons from the Arab Spring.’ 

 
 

3. Organisation of and participation in internation al 
meetings  

 
International meetings allow Migreurop to share and compare its observations and analyses. 
They also provide opportunities for strengthening and consolidating the network.  
 
Organisation of international meetings :  
 

- May 2010 : Migreurop organised an international meeting in Istanbul (Turkey) on 
readmission agreements, the right to access detention centres and Frontex. The report 
of the meeting can be accessed online : http://www.migreurop.org/article1775.html 

- March 2011 : Migreurop, on the occasion of a meeting of its board of directors, 
organised a training meeting for its members on the topic of readmission agreements 
and the network’s position on this issue (Paris, France). For the occasion, a space to 
share documents, maps and photos relating to the issues addressed in the training 
session was created.  

- June 2011 : At the time of the anti-racist meetings held by the ARCI, an international 
meeting was organised on the Mediterranean border with the Euro-Mediterranean 
Human Rights Network and ARCI (Cecina, Italy) : 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1949.html 
 

 
Participation in international forums :  
 

- 29th-30th January 2010  : Decentralised World Social Forum (Madrid, Spain). ACSUR 
(a Spanish member of the Migreurop network) organised a seminar on migration and 
invited Migreurop to speak on EU-Moroccan relations with relation to the readmission 
agreement.  

 
- March 2010 : Moroccan Social Forum (Bouznika, Morocco). A workshop was held on 

the issue of migration, with presentation of the maps in the Migreurop Atlas and of the 
Borders Observatory.  

 
- October 2010 : WSF Quito (Ecuador). The network organised a joint round table with 

associations from the USA, Europe, Africa and Latin America on ‘Immigration policies : 
blackmailing with the threat of expulsion’ : 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1752.html 

 
- February 2011 : World Social Forum in Dakar (Senegal). Participation in two workshops 

by Migreurop members (ANAFE) and partners (Alternative Niger). 
 
Participation in seminars, meetings and conferences  : 
 

- 15th January 2010 : Migreurop met the HUMA network (Médecins Du Monde) in Paris, 
France in order to share information on NGOs and civil society in Eastern European 
countries. 
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- 22nd February 2010 : Migreurop met Eunomad (European Network on Migration And 
Development) so that the two organisations could get to know each other’s work and 
collaborate on common issues (Paris, France). 

- 25th -26th February 2010  : Participation in a meeting organised in Athens, Greece by 
SMES entitled ‘Invisible wounds – dignity and vulnerability’, with a talk on ‘The 
psychological consequences of errant mobility on the borders of Europe’. 

- 2nd March 2010 : Migreurop met JRS Europe so that the two organisations could get to 
know each other’s work and collaborate on common issues (Paris, France).  

- March 2010 :  Participation in a CCFD meeting in Marseille (France). 
- March 2010:  Organisation of and participation in the EPIM Grantees Joint Learning 

Initiative – fundraising skills and funding sources in Eastern Europe (Lisbon, Portugal) 
- March 2010 :  Participation in the EPIM workshop on media and communications 

(Lisbon, Portugal) 
- May 2010 : ‘Atlas of migrants in Europe : a critical geography of European policies’, 

presentation at the hospital in Charleville Mezières (France) 
- June 2010  : Starting Block invited Migreurop to participate in a conference on 

‘International migration and the European policy of externalisation’ (Paris, France) 
- August 2010 : Meeting in Mexico to prepare for the intergovernmental counter-summit 

on migration issues to be held in November 2010. 
- September 2010 : Organisation of and participation in the EPIM Grantees Joint 

Learning Initiative-seeking funding from private companies (Dublin, Ireland).  
- September 2010  : Participation in the EPIM workshop on project evaluation and impact 

(Dublin, Ireland). 
- September 2010 : On the occasion of the No Border camp in Brussels (Belgium), 

Migreurop spoke on European migration policy (detention and deportations).  
- October 2010 :  Meeting on migration organised by the European Commission in Addis 

Ababa (Ethiopia). Migreurop spoke on the Borders Observatory and externalisation.  
- October 2010 :  Coordination Sud organised a training session for the European 

Development Fund where Migreurop spoke on readmission agreements and the revision 
of article 13 of the Cotonou Agreement in Paris (France).  

- October 2010 :  On the occasion of Anafé’s 20th anniversary, Migreurop spoke on ‘The 
closure of migrant camps : utopia or necessity ?’ (Paris, France) 

- October 2010 :  The ‘Le Palais’ cinema in Créteil (France) invited Migreurop to speak 
after the projection of the film ‘Illegal’ on the right to access campaign and the annual 
report.  

- November 2010 :  The Lycée Saint André (France) invited Migreurop to speak on 
‘Actions and research on migrant detention centres’.  

- November 2010 :  IEP-Sciences Politiques Toulouse (France) invited Migreurop to talk 
about the 2009/2010 annual report on borders ‘Hunting down migrants in the south of 
Europe’.   

- November 2010  : The ‘Maison des Métallos et de La Bande Passante’ (a radio 
programme broadcast on RFI) invited Migreurop to talk about the Borders Observatory 
project following the projection of the documentary ‘Ulysse, clandestin’ (Paris, France) 

- November 2010 : The bureau of international solidarity at the town council in Sénart (in 
the Île de France region, France) invited Migreurop to speak on the right to access 
campaign and the annual report following a projection of the film ‘Illegal’.  

- November 2010 : Meeting at the Carlos III University in Madrid (Spain) to present the 
network’s annual report.  

- November 2010 : RESF 77 invited Migreurop to Brie Comte Robert (France) after the 
projection of the film ‘Illegal’ to speak about the right to access campaign and the annual 
report.  

- November 2010 : The No Border network invited Migreurop to talk on borders and 
Frontex in Calais (France). 
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- December 2010 :  The OCDE (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and 
Development) organised a round table on freedom of circulation in Paris (France). 
Migreurop spoke about the Borders Observatory and the right to access campaign.  

- December 2010 :  ‘Migrants Forum 2010, Another immigration policy is possible’ invited 
Migreurop to speak on the Borders Observatory project in Brussels (Belgium). 

- February 2011 :  The Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (EHESS) invited 
Migreurop to present its 2009/2010 report (Paris, France). 

- February 2011  : Migreurop participated in the ‘Ecuador-Colombia bi-national seminar : 
evaluating the citizen security strategy in the border region’ in Quito (Ecuador) organised 
by FLACSO (Latin-American Faculty of Social Sciences).  

- March 2011 :  The European Policy Centre invited Migreurop to a Forum on ‘European 
solidarity under pressure : responses to the migration crisis in North Africa and the south 
of the Mediterranean’ (Brussels, Belgium) 

- March 2011 :  Participation in the EPIM workshop on media and NGOs (London, UK). 
- April 2011 :  The ‘Universities without Borders’ network invited Migreurop to an anti-

racism conference in Paris, http://rusfparis1.blogspot.com/2011/03/fecr-conference-loi-
besson.html 

- April 2011  : The Lycée Olympe de Gouges in Noisy-le-Sec (France) invited Migreurop to 
a debate on borders with its students following a projection of the French film ‘Welcome’.  

- April 2011 : Médecins du Monde invited Migreurop to speak at a conference in 
Villeurbanne (France) on ‘The violence of exile – murderous borders’, 
 http://ec.europa.eu/ewsi/UDRW/images/items/even_19879_640668845.pdf 

- April 2011 : Organisation of and participation in the EPIM Grantees Joint Learning 
Initiative  ‘Organisation Sustainability and Developing Strategic Choices’ (Paris, France). 

- May 2011 : The Transeuropea Festival invited Migreurop to a Forum on ‘Europe’s 
internal and external borders’ in Paris (France). 

- May 2011 :  International conference organised by the Chaire Raoul-Dandurand at 
Quebec University (Canada), Borderlands Studies (NGO) and NACTS (University of 
Arizona ) on ‘Barriers, walls and frontiers’.  

- May 2011 : The Heinrich Böll Foundation invited Migreurop to a lunch debate to talk 
about its study on Frontex (Brussels, Belgium) : ‘Does Europe's respect for Human 
Rights end at its borders? Presentation of a study about FRONTEX’ 
 http://www.boell.eu/downloads/Event_report_Frontex_May2011_EN.pdf 

- June 2011 : Statewatch invited Migreurop to a conference celebrating the organisation’s 
20th anniversary in London (UK) to speak in the workshop ‘Beyond 'Fortress Europe': 
Immigration, asylum and border controls’ 

- http://www.statewatch.org/conference/videos/workshop-beyond.html 
- June 2011 :  The FASTI association invited the network to its national conference in 

Nîmes (France) to participate in a debate on borders: 
http://www.fasti.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=188&Itemid=97 

- June 2011  : Migrants Rights International invited Migreurop to participate in a 2-day 
international meeting on borders and in a project to form a global coalition on 
international migration (Geneva, Switzerland).  

- June 2011 : The FEACU (European Federation of UNESCO Clubs and Associations) 
invited Migreurop to its European conference (Geneva, Switzerland) : 
http://www.clubs-unesco.org/europe/spip.php?article91 

- June 2011:  Migreurop participated in a meeting on borders at the UN Human Rights 
Council organised by Migrants Rights International (Geneva-Switzerland). 

- June 2011  : The Forum on the Problems of Peace and War (EU GRASP-7th framework 
programme) invited Migreurop to a round table on ‘Migration in Europe: the Politics of 
Detention Centres’ (Florence-Italy) http://www.onlineforum.it/   

- August 2011 :  The ATTAC Europe Universities invited Migreurop to participate in a 
workshop on ‘Migration and immigration policy at the European level’ (Freiburg, 
Germany)  
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- September 2011 :  39th annual conference of the European Group for the Study of 
Deviance and Social Control on the issue of borders at the Université de Savoie in 
Chambéry (France) 

- September 2011  : Meeting of the international committee of Boats4people in Brussels 
(Belgium) and information meeting with members of the European Parliament.  

- October 2011 :  The Belgian Red Cross invited Migreurop to speak on European borders 
(Belgium).  

- October 2011 : In collaboration with Alternative Européenne and its partners, the 
network organised a meeting entitled ‘For free access to detention centres’ in Paris 
(France) 

- November 2011 : Participation in an IReMMo training course on ‘The issue of migration 
in the Mediterranean’ in Paris (France) 

- November 2011 : Participation in a day’s workshop organised by Secours Catholique on 
‘The impact of migration policy on the fight against human trafficking’ in Paris (France) 

- December 2011 :  Participation in the EPIM workshop to end the EPIM 2008-2011 
programme as well as in a conference organised by EPIM and the European Policy 
Centre on ‘Restrictive migration policies and the role of the media: the impact on 
undocumented migrants’ (Brussels, Belgium). 

 

4. Migreurop in the media  
 

Every Wednesday, the ‘Education without Borders’ network (RESF) broadcasts a radio 
programme. Migreurop is invited for one hour every first Wednesday of the month to 
communicate its activities :  
http://www.educationsansfrontieres.org/radio-resf 
 
2010 :  

- Migreurop on France-Inter (March 2010): http://www.migreurop.org/article1631.html 
- ‘Europe, the obsession with security and functional immigration’ by Louisa Aït 

Hamadouche, La Tribune (Algeria) (June 2010): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1728.html 

- ‘Mesnil-Amelot 2 – Detention arrives to the industrial era’, Courrier de l'Atlas (Morocco-
Europe), (May 2010): http://www.migreurop.org/article1692.html  

- Frontex on Radio France International (RFI) (October 2010): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1759.html 

- Right to access campaign in Migration magazine (Belgium) (Autumn 2010): 
http://www.migreurop.org/article1793.html 

 
2011 :  

- Libyan border on France 24 (February 2011) (English-language programme): 
http://www.france24.com/en/20110225-france-24-top-story-libya-tunisia-refugees-
immigration-european-union-asylum-lampadusa 

- Externalisation in L'Humanité (February 2011): http://www.humanite.fr/14_02_2011-
claire-rodier-%C2%AB-l%E2%80%99ue-d%C3%A9localise-d%C3%A9j%C3%A0-les-
contr%C3%B4les-%C2%BB-465170 

- Frontex on France 24 (February 2011): http://www.france24.com/fr/20110214-frontex-
union-europeenne-claire-rodier-gisti-migreurop-mediterrannee-ue-italie-clandestins 

- Externalisation on the ‘OWNI’ website (February 2011): http://owni.fr/2011/02/18/la-
liberte-de-circulation-s%E2%80%99impose-comme-une-evidence/ 

- ‘France culture radio’, "Les matins" programme, April 2011 
-  "Arrêt sur images", April 2011 
- Television programme on France 24, April 2011 
- Radio programme on Vatican Radio, April 2011. 
- Radio programme in Spanish on RFI,  April 2011 
- Television programme on France 24 (in English), April 2011 
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- Television programme on France 24 (in French), May 2011 
- ‘Journal des alternatives’, Alternatives (Canada) June 2011 
- Radio programme on RFI (in French), August 2011 
- Participation in the programme ‘Le Monde en face’ on France 5, following the showing of 

the film ‘Le Piège, October 2011 
 

 
Documentary/web documentary projects :  
 

- Migreurop is a partner of the web documentary project focusing on borders entitled ‘De 
l’autre côté’ : http://osons-savoir.blogspot.com/ 

- Migreurop supports the documentary project ‘Ceuta, douce prison’,   
http://www.kisskissbankbank.com/projects/ceuta-douce-prison 

- Support is also given to the project ‘Les Messagers’ by Letitia Tura and Helene 
Crouzillat, on the subject of deaths occurring at Europe’s borders. 
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III - LA VIE DE L’ASSOCIATION MIGREUROP EN 2010-
2011 
 

Migreurop’s Board of Directors is made up of 18 members, of which 3 are individuals  (Olivier 
Clochard, Sara Casella Colombeau and Caroline Intrand) and 15 are organisations: ANAFE, 
ABCDS, ARCI, APDHA, La Cimade, GISTI, IPAM, LDH Belge, Ciré, AME, GADEM, Sos 
Racismo, Melting Pot, ASGI, ATMF. 
 
Following the General Assembly elections held in 2009, Migreurop’s board is as follows :  
 
President : Olivier Clochard 
Vice president : Claire Rodier (Gisti) 
Treasurer (until March 2011): Marine Gacem (IPAM)  
Secretary : Alexandre Le Clève (La Cimade) 
Contact persons : Filippo Miraglia (ARCI) and Hicham Rachidi (GADEM) 
 
The network’s coordination  is carried out by Sara Prestianni, employed since October 2006. 
The team was supplemented by the arrival of a new employee, Eva Ottavy, in January 2009.  
 
Main meetings of the network :  
 
Board meetings  : Migreurop’s board meets every two months. Those members who live 
outside France are included in the meeting via Skype.  
 
Mettings of the Board of Directors : The Board of Directors meets three times a year. 
March 2010, Bousnika (Morocco) 
May 2010, Istanbul (Turkey) 
November 2010, Madrid (Spain) 
March 2011, Paris (France) 
June 2011, Cecina (Italy) 
November 2011, Paris (France)  
 

IV – MEMBER ORGANISATIONS 2010 - 2011 
 

Migreurop is currently composed of 36 individual members and 41 associations based in 14 
countries :   
 
GERMANY 
Border Monitoring Europe 
 
BELGIUM 
CIRE Coordination et initiatives pour et avec les réfugiés et étrangers (Coordination and Initiatives for and 
with Refugees and Migrants)/ CNCD Centre national de coopération au développement (National Centre 
for Development Cooperation)/ LDH Ligue des droits de l’homme (Human Rights League)/ SAD Syndicat 
des avocats pour la démocratie (Lawyers’ Union for Democracy) 
 
SPAIN 
Andalucia Acoge / APDHA Asociación pro derechos humanos de Andalucia (Andalucian Association for 
Human Rights)/ CEAR Comisión española de ayuda al refugiado (Spanish Commission for Refugees)/ 
ELIN / Federación SOS racismo / ACSUR Las Segovias 
 
FRANCE 
ACORT Assemblée citoyenne des originaires de Turquie (Citizen Assembly for those of Turkish Origin)/ 
ACT UP / ANAFE Association nationale d’assistance aux frontières pour les étrangers (National 
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Association for the Assistance of Migrants at the Borders) / ATMF Association des travailleurs 
maghrébins de France (Association of North African Workers in France)/ Cimade / FASTI Fédération des 
associations de solidarité avec les travailleurs immigrés (Federation of Associations in Solidarity with 
Migrant Workers) / FTCR Fédération des Tunisiens pour une citoyenneté des deux rives (Tunisian 
Federation for a Two-Shore Citizenship) / GAS Groupe accueil et solidarité (Group for Reception and 
Solidarity)/ GISTI Groupe d’information et de soutien des immigrés (Group for Information and Support for 
Migrants)/ IPAM Initiatives pour un autre monde (Initiatives for a New World)/ JRS France Jesuit Refugee 
Service / MRAP Mouvement contre le racisme et pour l’amitié entre les peuples (Movement against 
Racism and for Friendship between Peoples) 
 
ITALY 
ARCI Associazione ricreativa culturale italiana/ ASGI Associazione studi giuridici sull’immigrazione/ 
Melting Pot / NAGA Associazione volontaria di assistenza socio-sanitaria e per i diritti di stranieri e 
nomadi 
 
MALI 
AME Association malienne des expulsés (Malian Association for Deported Migrants) 
ARACEM Association des Refoulés d’Afrique Centrale au Mali (Association for Migrants Deported from 
Central Africa to Mali) 
 
MOROCCO 
ABCDS-Oujda Association Beni Znassen pour la culture, le développement et la solidarité (Beni Znassen 
Association for Culture, Development and Solidarity)/ AMDH Association marocaine des droits humains 
(Moroccan Association of Human Rights)/ GADEM Groupe antiraciste d’accompagnement et de défense 
des étrangers et migrants (Anti-racist Group for the Support and Defence of Migrants)/ Pateras de la vida 
(Boats for Life) 
 
MAURITANIA 
AMDH Association mauritanienne des droits de l’homme (Mauritanian Association for Human Rights) 
 
PORTUGAL 
SOLIM Solidariedade Imigrante (Solidarity with Immigrants) 
 
UNITED KINGDOM 
Statewatch / Barbed Wire Britain Network 
 
LEBANON 
Frontiers 
 
SWITZERLAND 
Solidarité sans frontières (Solidarity without Borders) 
 
TOGO 
Attac Togo 
 
TURKEY 
HCA/RASP 
 
 
 


